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War Crimes Division targets another Ukrainian 


No charges of individual criminality 
present in Statement of Claim 
against Skomatchuk 


By Marco Levytsky 

Another Canadian of Ukrainian 
origin has been targeted by the War 
Crimes Division of Canada’s Justice 
Department in its campaign to de- 
naturalize and deport Canadians of 
Eastern European origin under the 
guise of removing so-called “alleged 
Nazi war criminals” from Canada. 

Jura Skomatchuk, 83, of St. 
Catharines, Ont., has been charged 
of having obtained and retained Ca- 
nadian citizenship “by false repre- 
sentation or fraud, or by knowingly 
concealing material circumstances.” 

However, there is no reference to 
any individual crime allegedly com- 
mitted by Skomatchuk in the March 
1 Statement of Claim issued by Mor- 
ris Rosenberg, Deputy Attorney 
General of Canada. 

When the government announced 
the denaturalization and deportation 
(d & d) policy to go after “alleged 
Nazi war criminals” in 1995 it 
stated: 

“The key criterion in all these pro- 
ceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. 
If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.” 

Rosenberg’s Statement of Claim 
refers to Skomatchuk’s alleged ser- 
vice as a guard in the Trawniki and 
Poniatowa camps in Poland during 
the Second World War and the “Har- 
vest Festival” massacres of Jews that 
occurred in November, 1943. 

But Rosenberg’s Statement of 
Claim against Skomatchuk does not 
contain any reference to 
Skomatchuk having participated in 
the massacres. 

Instead, Rosenberg states only 
that: - 
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*His [Skomatchuk’s] assignment 
at Poniatowa lasted through the 
“Harvest Festival’ massacre until 
November 1943.” 

Regarding the role of the Trawniki 
guards in the “Harvest festival” mas- 
sacres, Rosenberg states: 

“During the so-called ‘Harvest 
Festival’ massacres, the 40,000 Jew- 
ish inmates of the labour camps at 
Poniatowa, Majdanek, and Trawniki 
were executed. While the role of the 
Trawniki guards in the actual execu- 
tions is subject to historical debate, 
these guards are known to have par- 
ticipated in the ‘clean-up’ operations 
thereafter.” 

Rosenberg’s claims are contra- 
dicted by a previous court finding 
of Justice Andrew MacKay, issued 
in the case of Wasyl Odynsky on 
March 2, 2001. 

Regarding the role of the Trawniki 
guards in the actual executions, 
which Rosenberg claims is “subject 
to historical debate”, Justice 
MacKay found that: 

“During that operation Mr. 
Odynsky and his fellow Trawniki 
men were confined to their barracks 
by the SS. He saw some of the 
labourer-prisoners and families 
marched from the Seidlung area, and 
he and his colleagues heard shoot- 
ing all day. When they were permit- 
ted to leave their barracks, after an 
estimated 15,000 persons at 
Poniatowa alone, were shot in the 
one day, there were no longer any 
labourer-prisoners or their families 
to be seen at the camp. A few were 
spared and ordered to burn the 
corpses which they refused to do, 
and so they too were executed.” 

Regarding the clean-up opera- 
tions, which Rosenberg claims 
“these guards are known to have 
participated in”, Justice MacKay 
found that: 

“While one expert witness, a his- 
torian, suggested that Trawniki men 
had ultimately shot the survivors 
who refused, then burned them and 
the corpses of other dead prisoners, 
he admitted in cross-examination 
that there was no evidence to sup- 
port that suggestion.” 

Skomatchuk, who has no surviv- 
ing family members, does not yet 
have a legal spokesperson who can 
comment on this case. 

Under the d & d procedure, which 
falls under the jurisdiction of civil 
— not criminal — courts, the gov- 
ernment is not legally obligated to 
provide any evidence of any indi- 
vidual criminality despite its previ- 
ous assertion that “if that cannot be 
proven, no proceedings will be con- 
sidered”. 

Instead it only has to prove that 
the respondent obtained and retained 
Canadian citizenship “by false rep- 
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Borys Wrzesnewskyj celebrates with supporters. 


Wrzesnewsky] decisively wins 
Etobicoke-Centre nomination | 


(UkrNews)—Borys Wrzesnewskyj, the Founding March 6. 


Chair of the Ukrainian Canadian Liberal Committee in 


Over 2,200 Liberal Party members came out to vote 


Toronto won a decisive victory for the Liberal nomi- in the contest, creating a traffic jam around Martingrove 


nation in the Etobicoke Centre federal constituency, 
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Реакція на терор в Іспанії 


У Верховній Раді дві резолюції про відкликання війська з Граку 
Марія Щур, Радіо Свобода рони Георгій Крючков, теракти в Іспанії означають 


Поява нових свідчень про те, що терористичний 
напад в Мадриді, в результаті якого загинуло 200 
осіб і близько 1500 були поранені, є справою рук 
"Аль Каїди", викликала серйозне занепокоєння 
лідерів європейських країн і передусім самої Іспанії. 
Новий прем'єр- міністр країни Хосе Луїс Родрігес 
Сапатеро заявив, що Іспанія виведе своїх військових 
з Граку до кінця червня. Німецький канцлер Гергард 
Шредер вважає, що йдеться про ескалацію теро- 
ризму в Європі. Він закликав Європу до спільних 
дій. Очікується, що надзвичайна зустріч керівників 
відомств безпеки з країн ЄС та країн-кандидатів, 
відбудеться вже наступного тижня. 

А поки що окремі європейські країни посилюють 
свою безпеку самотужки. Франція підняла ступінь 
бойової готовності до «оранжевого» і призупинила 
дію Шенгенської угоди про спільні кордони. Інші 
країни-члени ЄС посилюють перевірки на кордонах, 
на летовищах та залізницях. У сусідній Польщі, яка 
подібно до Іспанії має своїх військових в Іраку, 
вважають, що наступною ціллю може бути вона. 
Про це заявив голова польської розвідки Збігнєв 
Семятковський. 

Якщо теракти в Іспанії є відплатою за участь в 
антисаддамівській коаліції в Ipaky, то жоден член 
цієї коаліції не може почуватися безпечно, вважають 
експерти. На думку директора військових програм 
центру імені Разумкова Леоніда Полякова, головною 
метою терористичних актів є розвал антитерорис- 
тичної коаліції в Граку. Україна має четвертий за 
розміром військовий контингент в Іраку, і природно, 
що занепокоєння в ній мали б бути серед найбіль- 
ших. Та поки що ознак цього не помітно. Офіційних 
повідомлень про те, що в Україні посилені заходи 
безпеки, не надходило. Проте сказати, що не було 
жодної реакції, також не можна. 

Як заявив радіо «Свобода» голова Парламентсь- 
кого комітету з питань національної безпеки та обо- 


більшу небезпеку для України: «Ми повинні вихо- 
дити з того, що небезпека ризику зростає». За слова- 
ми пана Крючкова, у парламенті є два проекти пос- 
танови з цього питання. «Проект депутата Турчи- 
нова і проект народних депутатів Алексеєва та Си- 
моненка, в яких ставиться питання про відкликання 
підрозділів Збройних сил України, які були направ- 
лені до Іраку. 

Нагадаємо, що за рішення відправити український 
контингент до Ipaky голосували проурядові фракції, 
проти - комуністи, соціалісти, блок Юлії Тимошенко. 
Блок «Наша Україна» не мав спільної позиції і депу- 
тати ухвалювали рішення самостійно. «За» проголо- 
сувало 39 депутатів від «Нашої України». 

На запитання радіо "Свобода" про те, якими є 
шанси ухвалення пропозицій від «тимошенківців» 
та комуністів, комуніст Крючков відповів, що все 
залежить від того, як швидко українські депутати 
дізнаються про те, що відбувається у світі. «Мені 
важко зараз сказати. Дуже велику роль відігравати- 
ме те, як розвиватимуться події у ці дні. Ще мало 
хто знає про рішення нового керівництва Іспанії. Це 
може мати сильний вплив, тим більше, ви, мабуть, 
добре знаєте, як непросто проходило рішення про 
направлення підрозділів Збройних сил України до 
Граку». 

Тим часом у самому Іраку українських миротвор- 
ців відвідав протягом вихідних голова цивільної 
адміністрації Граку Пол Бремер. За словами речника 
Міністерства оборони України Юрія Карина, «під 
час зустрічі з командиром 6-1 окремої механізованої 
бригади Збройних сил України генерал-майором 
Сергієм Островським, він подякував українським 
військовим за зусилля, спрямовані на підготовку 
загонів територіальної оборони і прикордонників. 
"Та наголосив на необхідності продовження тренуван- 
ня іракських воїнів для силових структур, здатних 
захистити суверенітет і незалежність нового Ipaky>. 
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УТОР насильству над жінками 


Оксана Лігостова, кор. Голосу Америки 

"Менше квітів, більше прав!" Під таким гаслом ще 
напередодні 8 березня Українська асоціація "Між- 
народна амністія" розпочала кампанію “STOP насиль- 
ству над жінками". Акція відбувається в рамках 
всесвітньої кампанії Міжнародної амністії, в якій бере 
участь 150 країн. Кампанія триватиме 2 роки, і її мета 
- привернути увагу громадськості до теми до- 
машнього насильства. Ця тема в Україні досі є табу, 
кажуть правозахисники з " Міжнародної амністії". В 
Сполучених Штатах, за даними ФБР, від домашнього 
насильства гине 1400 жінок на рік; в Росії, за офіцій-- 
ними даними, гине 14000; в Україні статистка відсутня 
як така. Про масштаб цієї прихованої від ока проблеми 
можна судити лише опосередковано. Соціологічні 
опитування Академії наук України засвідчують, що 
68% відсотків жінок в Україні терплять знущання в 
сім'ї, 2096 зазнають його часто і як правило. А за 
даними МВС України, 29% усіх вбивств вчиняється 
на сімейно-побутовому грунті. 

Українська асоціація "Міжнародна амністія" не- 
задоволена тим, як ведуть боротьбу з насильством 
щодо жінок на державному рівні i має намір підго- 
тувати свій власний тіньовий звіт про становище 
жінок, з яким Україна звітуватиметься в 2005 році 
в Об'єднаних Націях. Активісти-правозахисники 
добиватимуться також змін до закону "Про поперед-- 


ження насильства в сім'ї". У цьому законі, який ли-- 


ше кілька років як почав діяти в Україні, їх He влаш- 
товує положення, згідно з яким так звана "віктимна" 
поведінка жертви може служити виправданням для 
насильника. "Міжнародна амністія" хоче також 
законодавчо зобов'язати державу створювати 
притулки для жертв домашнього насильства. Як 
сказала організатор кампанії “STOP насильству над 
жінками" Наталя Дульнєва, «ми хочемо скасувати 
дискримінаційні закони щодо жінок і домогтися 
втілення насправді міжнародних норм, бо багато 
держав, і в тому числі Україна, дуже багато любить 
говорити, що от ми ратифікували те чи інше, а чи 
втілює вона це в законодавство, чи цей закон 
виконується — це ми хочемо відслідкувати. Ми xoue— 
мо подолати атмосферу безкарності, iB першу чергу 
змінити ставлення до насильства щодо жінок як 
чоловіків, так 1 жінок». 

Свого часу спеціальний доповідач ООН щодо на- 
сильства над жінками сказав таку річ: для більшості 
людей насильство над жінками це табу, це щось 
невидиме у суспільстві, про яке соромно говорити. 
Але ми хочемо виставити цю проблему на світлі. 

Як кажуть активісти "Міжнародної амністії", 
розпочавши кампанію “STOP насильству над жінка-- 
ми? напередодні 8 березня, вони прагнули також 
позбавити дату її «радянськості», нагадуючи, що в 
усьому світі це не свято, а день боротьби жінок за 
свої права. 


Жертвам насильства на Прикарпатті 
допомагають благодійні фонди, а не держава 


(Deutsche Welle)—Ha Прикарпатті вже півроку 
працює програма, спрямована на допомогу людям, 
які потерпають від насильства. Фінансують ii 
міжнародні благодійні організації. 

За офіційною статистикою, за кордоном перебу-- 
вають кілька десятків тисяч мешканців Прикар- 
паття. Насправді ж кількість трудових емігрантів, 
як заявляють соціологи, є значно більшою. Частина 
з них, передовсім жінки, були або є жертвами сексу-- 
ального насильства. Потребують допомоги також 
діти тих, хто виїхав у пошуках праці за кордон. 
Часто вони покинуті напризволяще. Гостроту цієї 
проблеми визнала навіть місцева влада. Неповнолітні 
проводять вільний час в Інтернет-клубах, де вжива-- 


ють алкоголь і наркотики. Вони самі часто стають 
жертвами насильства як в сім'ях так і на вулиці. Для 
того, щоб допомогти людям, які потерпають або вже 
були жертвами насильства, у регіоні діють численні 
міжнародні благодійні програми, одна з яких 
здійснюється в межах діяльності "Вінрок- 
інтернешнл". 

Ця програма фінансується американською, 
нідерландською та німецькою сторонами. Як дітям, 
так і дорослим допомогу надають кваліфіковані 
психологи та медики. Однак учасники програми 
констатують той факт, що зараз тисячі людей у дер-- 
жаві потребують реабілітації як жертви насильства. 
Ними практично не опікується держава. 


Мукачівські війн 


и: удар у відповідь 


Суд скасував рішення про реєстрацію ставленика СДПУ(о) 


Олег Базар, Львівська газета 

13 березня передвиборна епопея в Мукачевому 
продовжилася, що, втім, передбачали. Мукачівський 
міський суд, для якого рішення однієї партії не є 
обов'язковими до виконання, принаймні наразі, 
визнав низку рішень місцевої виборчої комісії 
безпідставними. 

Суд, зокрема, констатував, що комісія безпідстав- 
но відмовила народному депутатові Віктору Балозі 
в праві балотування кандидатом на посаду міського 
голови та зобов'язала зареєструвати його кандида- 
том. Аналогічне рішення прийнято за скаргою Зол- 
тана Лендєла. Обидва, а також екс-мер Василь Петь- 
овка, отримали минулого тижня відмову в реєстрації 
кандидатами на посаду міського голови Мукачевого. 
За позовом Василя Петьовки суд вирішив зобо- 
в'язати виборчу комісію ухвалити вмотивоване 
рішення про відмову йому в реєстрації. 

Утім, найбільш неприємним для СДПУ(о) стало 
ще одне рішення суду, ухвалене за поданням канди- 
дата на посаду мера Мукачевого Василя Бурнадза, 
на думку якого Ернест Нусер не має права бало- 
туватися на повторних виборах, оскільки "він і його 
довірені особи своїми діями під час виборчої кам- 
панії у червні 2003 року та після виборів вчиняли 
дії, що призвели до визнання виборів недійсними". 
Суд задовольнив скаргу Василя Бурнадза та 
скасував постанову виборчої комісії про реєстрацію 
кандидатом пана Нусера. Більше того, цим же рі- 
шенням суд заборонив виборчій комісії реєструвати 
його кандидатом на посаду Мукачівського міського 
голови на повторних виборах, призначених на 18 
квітня 2004 року. 

Рішенню мукачівського суду передували бурхливі 
події минулого тижня. Як уже повідомляла "Тазета»", 
виборча комісія, яку очолює висуванець СДПУ(о) 
Юрій Переста, відмовила в реєстрації кандидатам 
від "Нашої України", при цьому рішення комісії "на 


руки" не видавали. Як припускали самі кандидати, 
для того, щоб перешкодити звернутися до суду, що 
можна зробити лише впродовж трьох днів від появи 
рішення. Крім того, у суботу "обрізали" ефір теле" 
радіокомпанії "М-студіо", яка є наближеною до 
«Нашої України". 

Спроби СДПУ(о) за будь-яку ціну посадити у 
крісло мукачівського міського голови Ернеста Ну- 
сера, наражаючись при цьому на гостру реакцію не 
лише всередині країни, але й з-за кордону, пояс- 
нюють доволі просто: вибори у Мукачевому можна 
розглядати як своєрідну прелюдію до виборів 
президента, які відбудуться восени цього року. В 
кожному разі, мало хто сумнівається, що весь арсе- 
нал засобів, які влада застосовувала та застосовує 
на Закарпатті, використовуватимуть у межах усієї 
країни. Окрім того, Віктор Медведчук, схоже, не має 
наміру дозволити Вікторові Ющенку зайвий раз 
відчути себе переможцем, навіть якщо йдеться лише 
про одне невелике місто. 

У свою чергу, i "Наша Україна" має добру нагоду 
потренуватися, шукаючи методів протидії адмінре- 
сурсові у найбільш брутальному його прояві. Зреш- 
тою, дотеперішні події навколо виборів у Мукачево 
засвідчили: за бажання навіть проти лому можна 
знайти прийом. І не обов'язково так само ломовий. 

Аналізуючи хроніку мукачівського протистояння 
«Нашої України" та СДПУ(о), можна зазначити, що 
виборча кампанія у цьому місті та події, що відбува- 
лися, є одним із небагатьох прикладів справді вдалих 
і добре продуманих дій опозиції, яка зуміла не просто 
успішно відбивати напади опонентів, але й нав'язу- 
вати їм власну гру. У свою чергу, СДПУ(о) - партія, 
яка славиться своєю У"технологічністю? - нічого 
особливого запропонувати не змогла. За винятком 
адміністративних методів, але кого ними сьогодні 
здивуєш? 
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RCI cuts suspende 


(UkrNews)—Proposed cuts to the Ukrainian-lan- 
guage service of Radio Canada International have been 
suspended until after the Ukrainian Presidential elec- 
tions scheduled for Oct. 31, says Foreign Affairs Min- 
ister Bill Graham. 

Graham made the state to Ostap Skrypnyk, Execu- 
tive Director of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(UCC) and members of the Ukrainian community at a 
meeting in Winnipeg, March 5. 

Graham was first informed of the proposed RCI cuts 
at a meeting in Edmonton three days earlier and pledged 
to look into the matter (See Ukrainian News March 3- 
16, 2004.) 

Skrypnyk, also took the opportunity to press the gov- 
ernment on support for the UCC’s observer initiative 


during the 2004 Ukrainian Presidential elections. 

“The UCC was pleased to learn that the Minister be- 
lieved that the concept of the Canadian Government 
working with the Ukrainian Canadian community to 
provide the greatest number of election observers in 
the important October elections was worthy of consid- 
eration and development,” stated the UCC in a March 
8 press release. 

In a subsequent interview with Ukrainian News 
Skrypnyk said specifics weren’t discussed but the goy- 
ernment ‘left the door open” as to what it can do. 

The minister also made a commitment to meet with 
UCC President Eugene Czolij, to discuss this and other 
issues further. 


Wrzesnewsky] decisively wins 
Etobicoke-Centre nomination 


Cont. from P. 1 
Collegiate 

Wrzesnewskyj won on the first ballot with 60% 
(1304) of the votes cast. The remaining 40% of the 
vote was divided amongst the other three candidates: 
James Maloney 19% (425), Mohammed Kassim 12% 
(266), Armand Conant 9% (206). 

The riding is currently held by former cabinet min- 
ister Alan Rock, who has been appointed Canada’s Am- 
bassador to the United Nations. 

“Hopefully my shoulders will be broad enough to 
carry all of the concerns and all of the expectations of 
our community to Ottawa,” he told Ukrainian News 
following his victory. 

Wrzesnewskyj said he was “humbled” by the sup- 
port. 

“As I walked down the line, I saw people who were 
third, fourth generation Ukrainian Canadians that don’t 
speak Ukrainian. There were Ukrainians who just re- 
cently arrived and didn’t speak English, there were 
grannies in their nineties, there were teens. Everyone 
was patient everyone was gracious,” he added. 

Wrzesnewskyj, who faces another Ukrainian Cana- 
dian, Lida Preyma, who won the Conservative nomi- 
nation in the riding 16 days earlier, said the election 
battle won’t be easy because there is a lot of resent- 
ment among voters over the sponsorship scandal. 

“Perhaps I’m even slightly angrier than most because, 


just like everyone, I’m a taxpayer, and I hate to see our 
hard-earned tax dollars frivolously spent, but when 
they re stolen that makes me extremely angry,” he said. 

“What makes me even angrier is that I’m a Liberal 
by conviction, I believe in multiculturalism, I believe 
in Medicare and I believe in public service. I don’t be- 
lieve that we’re there to service ourselves at the public 
expense.” 

When asked how he would answer critics who say 
Prime Minister Paul Martin had to know about the kick- 
backs because he served as finance minister, 
Wrzesnewsky] replied: 

"Руе run a business, which is on a much smaller scale 
than the government of Canada. I’ve got something like 
100 employees and over the years I’ve learned that no 
matter how you'd prefer to see the good side of people, 
Гуе come across scams in my own businesses, things 
that went on for quite a while and it’s very disappoint- 
ing, but these things do happen and once you see them 
you have to take of things and that’s exactly what Paul 
Martin is doing. If he had something to hide he wouldn’t 
call a public inquiry would not call committee inquir- 
ies, he would not put forward the whistleblower legis- 
lation. It’s a completely different regime. In the past 
regime you would have seen most of this swept under 
the carpet.” 

Wrzesnewskyj is the owner of Future Bakery in 
Toronto. 


Klufas running for the Conservative 
nomination in Parkdale High Park 


(UkrNews)—Jurij Klufas, Executive Producer of the 
Kontakt Ukrainian Television Program is running for 
the Conservative nomination for in Toronto’s Parkdale 
High Park federal constituency. 

The nomination is to be decided March 31. 

Klufas told Ukrainian News he believes Ukrainian 
Canadians have to elect more representatives in order 
to have a voice in federal politics. 

“If you’re not at the board table making decisions, 
you wind up having to complain about decisions that 
were made and doing that after the fact,” he explained. 

Klufas said he was looking at a number of ridings 
and decided upon Parkdale High Park after another 
Ukrainian Canadian, Greg Hamara, lost the New Demo- 
cratic Party nomination there. 

The riding has been represented by many Ukrainian 
Canadians in the past including Progressive Conserva- 


tives Andrew Witer, Yuri Shymko, Dr. John Kucherepa 
and Liberal Walter Deacon. 

Klufas said some of the priority issues for Ukrainian 
Canadians on the federal level are denaturalization and 
deportation and redress for internment. 

Klufas has a long history of activity in the Ukrainian 
community including serving as Scout Master for the 
Plast Ukrainian Youth Organization, President of the 
Canadian Ukrainian Art Foundation, an Official Inter- 
national Election Observer in Ukraine, Vice President 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Professional and Business 
Federation, and Executive Member of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Professional and Business Association of 
Toronto, a Board Member of the Canadian Ukrainian 
Congress, Toronto Branch and Founder and current 
Chair of the Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival. 


Yewchuk drops out of nomination race 


(UkrNews)—Former Athabasca MP Paul Yewchuk 
has decided to bow out of the race for the Liberal nomi- 
nation in Edmonton — Spruce Grove. 

Yewchuk told Ukrainian News he had decided to run 
for the nomination because Prime Minister Paul Mar- 
tin had often spoken about the need to deal with West- 
em alienation and he felt that, given Alberta’s history 
as a conservative province, there was still a 50-50 
chance of winning the election. 

However, after the sponsorship scandal broke, Lib- 
eral popularity plunged to 20 per cent in Alberta as op- 
posed to 60 per cent for the Conservatives. 

ЧТ felt that it (winning the election) was a task that 
was not achievable based on the information that I had 
in hand,” he said. 

A native of Bonnyville, Yewchuk served as a Pro- 


gressive Conservative MP for Athabasca from 1968 to 
1980. 

He said he switched parties because the Martin Lib- 
erals are more in tune with the fiscally conservative — 
socially responsible policies of the Diefenbaker- 
Stanfield Progressive Conservatives than the new Con- 
servative party, which he considers a continuation of 
the Reform-Alliance tradition. 

Were the new Conservative party to form a govern- 
ment, it would be “a mean-spirited government,” he 
noted. 

He also said that the PCs of the Diefenbaker-Stanfield 
era welcomed ethnocultural minorities but in the new 
party “cultural minorities are tolerated, but not wel- 
comed.” 


3 
d War Crimes Division 


targets another Ukrainian 


Cont. from P. 1 


resentation or fraud, or by knowingly concealing material circumstances” 
under a “balance of probabilities” —- not the guilty “beyond a shadow of 
a doubt” criteria used in criminal court. 

In post-World War П cases it is impossible to prove that citizenship was 
obtained “by false representation or fraud” under the “beyond a shadow 
of a doubt” criteria, because all immigration documents related to that 
period have been destroyed. 

The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has consistently maintained that any 
alleged war criminals be charged under Canada’s Criminal Code. 

While government spokespeople vehemently deny that any particular 
group from any particular region has been targeted іп 4 & d proceedings, 
all the respondents in d & d cases initiated since 1995 (including ethnic 
Germans) have originally come from East Central Europe or the former 
Soviet Union (FSU) — the vast majority from the FSU. 

The reason for this is explained in the Justice Department's press ге- 
lease announcing the policy where it states that “over the last several years, 
the Canadian war crimes team has made significant progress in opening 
areas of research, notably in previously inaccessible sources in Eastern 
Europe.” 

“A major step forward in the investigation of East Block (sic) and 
U.S.S.R. cases came when Justice historians gained free access to all gov- 
егатепі archives, enabling them to examine the actual collections in per- 
son. In the fall of 1990, Justice war crimes officials and senior representa- 
tives of the Procurator General of the U.S.S.R. the Main Archival Admin- 
istration, and the KGB reached an agreement permitting historians work- 
ing for the Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes Section to conduct 
primary research in the Soviet Union. The agreement allowed for more 
flexibility in locating and interviewing Soviet witnesses through greater 
access to KGB investigative files, mass media advertising for witnesses 
in the U.S.S.R. and interviewing and taking statements from Soviet wit- 
nesses according to Canadian police procedures. A more direct and less 
formal method of communicating with the appropriate Soviet officials 
was also arranged,” reads the Jan. 31, 1995, Government of Canada news 
release entitled “Federal government announces WWII war crimes strat- 


” 


Rada redefines legal status 
of Ukrainians abroad 


(Glavred)—Ukraine’s parliament has once again redefined the legal sta- 
tus of Ukrainians living abroad adopting by 344 votes the relevant bill 
submitted by President Leonid Kuchma. In particular, Kuchma proposed 
withdrawing the provision that the National Commission for Ukrainian 
Abroad is to make decisions on allocating quotas for financing of educa- 
tion and retraining of foreign-based Ukrainians from the state budget. 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 
UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


CCYK - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - anon-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS ANNUAL MEETING 
will be held on 
SATURDAY, APRIL 03, 2004, 2:00 P.M. 
at St. George's Parish Hall 11301 - 95 A St. 
(St. George's Church basement) 


Запрошуємо членство до участі у річних зборах 


Rediscover Ukraine and 
reunite with your family! 


22 Days, 14 Jun - 5 Jul 2004 


e Sevastopol 

е Kherson 

е Zaporizhzhia 
е Cherkassy 

e Kanev 


е Kyiv 

e Lviv 

e Chernivtsy 
e Vinnytsya 
e Odessa 

e Yalta 


Мирна Арейчук 
Myrna Arychuk 
30+ yrs specializing 
in travel to Ukraine 


Call us at: 


www. TravelTST.ca since 1969 


(604) 273-1811 


for details about this tour or other destinations 
FLIGHTS е PACKAGE TOURS е HOTELS е CARS е LAST MINUTE 


BC Reg.No.3231+4 


міністра закордонних справ 


(Генеральне консульство України в 10- 
ронто)- -28-29 лютого у Торонті в рамках 
робочого візиту до Канади перебували 
Заступник міністра закордонних справ 
України О. Ф. Моцик та Посол з особливих 
доручень МЗС О. М. Купчишин. 

Головною метою візиту була участь у 
програмі Канадського агентства міжнарод-- 
ного розвитку (CIDA) щодо вивчення yKpa— 
їнськими офіційними особами стану 3a0e3— 
печення канадсько-американського дер-- 
жавного кордону, відвідання Ванкуверу, 
Оттави і Торонта, проведення зустрічей з 
канадськими офіційними представниками, 
зокрема на рівні Заступника міністра 3a— 
кордонних справ. 

В ході перебування в Торонті відбулася 
низка зустрічей представників МЗС Укра- 
їни з діячами провідних канадських громад-- 
ських та бізнесових організацій, науковця - 
ми та представниками місцевих ЗМІ. 

28 лютого у приміщенні Канадсько- 
української мистецької фундації відбулася 
зустріч з представниками місцевих україн-- 
ських діаспорних організацій. У зустрічі 
взяли участь близько 30 керівників провід-- 
них канадсько-українських організацій та 
науковці місцевих університетів, серед 
яких: Віце-президент Світового конгресу 
українців (СКУ), Голова Світової Федера- 
ції українських жіночих організацій М. 
Шкамбара, Голова Торонтонського відділу 
Конгресу Українців Канади (КУК) М. 
Швець, Голова Ліги українців Канади О. 
Романишин, Віце-президент Українського 
Національного Об'єднання, Президент 
громадської асоціації "Приятелі України" 
професор Ю.Даревич, Віще-президент 
новоствореного об'єднання світової укра- 

їнської діаспори "Четверта хвиля" А. Ки- 
сіль, професори Торонтонського та Йорк- 
ського університетів, представники місце-- 
вого осередку Ліберальної партії Канади та 
інш. 

Під час зустрічі, яка тривала понад дві 


години, Заступник міністра закордонних 
справ України детально розповів про внут-- 
рішню ситуацію в Україні, зокрема про хід 
конституційної та ринкової реформ, остан-- 
ні показники економічного розвитку, го- 
ловні події зовнішньої політики держави. 
О. Ф. Моцик відповів на чисельні запитання 
присутніх, які переважно стосувалися 
проблем зовнішньої політики України, 
відносин з Росією, забезпечення держав-- 
ного кордону України, Єдиного Економіч-- 
ного Простору, конституційної реформи, 
майбутніх президентських виборів тощо. 

Представники Конгресу Українців Кана-- 
ди цікавились можливістю створення на 
території Канади додаткових виборчих 
дільниць (окрім Посольства України в От- 
таві та Генконсульства в Торонто) з метою 
забезпечення голосування всіх бажаючих 
громадян України, які проживають у 
Канаді. Навсі запитання були дані детальні 
відповіді. 

Того ж дня відбулася прес-конференція 
Заступника Міністра закордонних справ 
України для місцевих україномовних та 
двомовних ЗМІ, в якій взяли участь пред- 
ставники телепрограм "Світогляд", 
"Контакт" i “Pro Ukraine”, радіопрограм 
"Радіо-Міст? i “Prometeus”, канадсько- 
українських газет та журналів "Томін Ук- 
раїни", "Новий Шлях», "Міст", “Forum” та 
інш. Після короткої презентаційної час- 
тини, під час якої було висвітлено широке 
коло актуальних питань внутрішньої та 
зовнішньої політики України, О. Ф. Моцик 
відповів на чисельні питання журналістів, 
які торкалися порушених ним у 
презентаційній частині питань. 

В результаті проведених зустрічей укра- 
їнська громадськість Канади безпосередньо 
від високих офіційних осіб України oTpu— 
мала правдиву інформація щодо найбільш 
актуальних питань розвитку нашої дер- 
жави, її внутрішньої та зовнішньої полі- 
тики 


Ж AeroSvir 


URAAINIAN AIRLINES 


www.aerosvit.com 
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"Канаду відвідав заступник |Відбулася презентація першого у світі 


комерційного електрогенератора 


Генеральне Консульство України в 
Торонто інформує, що 10 березня на 
території підприємства Orenda Aerospace 
концерну “Magellan Aerospace” (Міссі- 
ссауга, Онтаріо), відбулася офіційна npe— 
зентація першого у світі комерційного 
електрогенератора, що працює на "рідкій 
деревині" - біопаливі з відходів дерево- 
обробної промисловості. В основі генера-- 
торної установки лежить турбіна вироб-- 
ництва українського науково-виробничого 
підприємства "Зоря-Машпроект" (м. 
Миколаїв), яку розроблено та виготовлено 
на замовлення канадської корпорації. 

Активна співпраця з підприємством 
"Зоря-Машпроект" займає провідне місце 
в енергетичній програмі “Magellan Aero— 
space”, яка передбачає використання Typ— 
бін українського виробництва для випуску 
власних електрогенераторів, а також 
практичне впровадження наукових розро-- 
бок українського підприємства з метою їх 
використання на канадському ринку. 

На сьогодні в Канаді промислово вико- 
ристовується одна турбіна миколаївського 
виробництва - на самому підприємстві 
“Magellan Aerospace” вже три роки 
працює когенераційна електростанція на 
основі такої турбіни потужністю 2500 кВт, 
яка використовується для забезпечення 
власних енергетичних потреб підприєм-- 
ства. 

Електрогенератор, що презентувався 10 
березня, також має потужність 2500 кВт 
та зібраний корпорацією “Magellan Aero— 
space” на замовлення одного з дерево-- 
обробних підприємств Південного Онт-- 
аріо, яке планує побудувати потужності по 
виробництву біопалива з відходів власного 
основного виробництва та за допомогою 
цього електрогенератора ефективно за- 
безпечити власні енергетичні потреби. В 
основі електрогенератору лежать прак- 
тичні розробки конструкторів НВП "Зоря- 
Маштроект", які за фінансової підтримки 
канадського партнера безпосередньо 
створили турбіну, що працює на біопаливі, 
а також представили конструктивні 
рішення для інших елементів генератору 
(блок підготовки палива, системи очистки 
тощо). Витрати “Magellan Aerospace” по 
цьому проекту частково покриті за раху- 
нок фінансової допомоги федерального 
Уряду Канади у рамках програм розвитку 
альтернативних джерел електрогнергії та 


захисту довкілля. 

У ході презентації електрогенератору 
було проведено його запуск на дизельному 
пальному після чого поступово проходило 
додавання біопалива до паливної суміші, 
зміст біопалива у якій на момент завер- 
шення презентації було доведено до 100% 
(технологічні особливості біопалива вима- 
гають проводити запуск та зупинення 
турбіни на дизельному пальному). Презен-- 
тація та пробний пуск генератора пройшов 
відповідно до запланованої програми, після 
проведення обов'язкових досліджень на 
зміст шкідливих викидів він буде готовий 
для відправки замовнику та монтажу на 
постійному місці експлуатації - міста 
Лондон, провінція Онтаріо. 

Зазначений електрогенератор є першим 
подібним агрегатом у світі і його кон- 
струкція передбачає можливості для TEX— 
нологічного вдосконалення та підвищення 
ефективності. Враховуючи підвищений 
інтерес до використання альтернативних 
джерел електричної енергії у світі, атакож 
універсальність створеної НВП "Зоря- 
Машпроект" турбіни (працює на біопаливі 
з відходів деревини, соломи, сільсько- 
господарських відходів, паперу, целюлози 
тощо), існують значні передумови для роз- 
витку цього напряму діяльності. Перед- 
бачається, що висока якість технологічних 
рішень та турбін миколаївського підпри-- 
ємства, а також їх порівняно низька собі- 
вартість з одного боку та досвід канадсь- 
кого підприємства у створенні та техніч - 
ному обслуговуванні енергетичного об-- 
ладнання з іншого дозволять спільному 
проекту “Magellan Aerospace” та "Зоря- 
Машпроект" утримати провідні позиції на 
ринку генераторів на біопаливі на етапі 
активного розвитку цього ринку. 

За одностайною думкою представників 
канадської корпорації українські турбіни 
відзначаються відмінними технічними 
характеристиками, високою якістю та 
конкурентноспроможними цінами. SOK— 
рема, електрогенератор, аналогічний за 
характеристиками діючому Ha “Magellan 
Aerospace”, але на основі турбіни "Ролле- 
Ройс" або "Дженерал Електрік", коштував 
би майже вдвічі дорожче. 

У першому раунді презентації, яка про- 
водилася протягом двох днів, взяли участь 
близько 40 представників канадських 
енергетичних компаній. 


Українські компанії брали участь у 
нафтовій конференції в Калгарах 


Генеральне консульство України в То- 
ронто інформує, що 27 лютого у Калгарах 
відбулася представницька нафтогазова 
конференція "Нові ринки: виклики та 
результати", організована за спонсорської 
підтримки місцевих канадських, а також 
українських компаній. 

Більшість доповідей представлених на 
форумі була присвячена питанням перс- 
пектив західних, зокрема канадських наф-- 
тогазових компаній на нових ринках, що 
сьогодні активно розвиваються, які були 
представлені Україною, Казахстаном, 
Індією, країнами Південної Америки, Ku— 
таєм. Найбільша кількість доповідей під час 
Конференції було присвячено ситуації в 
Україні: загальний стан економіки, останні 
показники економічного, соціального та 
фінансового розвитку, стан розвитку 
нафтогазового сектору економіки України; 
нафтогазопровідна система та переробна 
інфраструктура; існуючі міжнародні про-- 
екти та перспективи міжнародного, 30K— 
рема українсько-канадського співробіт-- 
ництва тощо. 

У заході взяли участь: Міністр Феде- 
рального Уряду Канади Дж. Ayryerin, Го- 
лова Альбертського Легіслативного Ko— 


мітету в Справах Енергії М. Гладий, Гене-- 
ральний консул України в Канаді I. Лоссов-- 
ський, керівники та представники відомих 
канадських компаній та організацій, серед 
яких: Enbridge, Chevron Canada Resources, 
Shell Canada, Nova Chemicals, Macleod 
Dixon, PetroKazakhstan, Асоціація експор-- 
терів Ta імпортерів Альберти, Університет 
Калгари, Канадська газова асоціація, а 
також представники українського бізнесу: 
"Нафтогаз України?, "Газтранзит), 
Агентство “Arena Eco”. 

Обговорювалися питання розвитку наф-- 
тогазового сектору "нових ринків", 30K— 
рема України та інших згаданих вище країн, 
досвід взаємовигідної співпраці цих країн 
із західним, насамперед, канадським біз-- 
несом та подальші перспективи останнього. 
Великий інтерес представників канадських 
компаній та подальшу широку дискусію 
викликали доповіді представників України. 
Така зацікавленість свідчить про загальний 
інтерес канадського бізнесу щодо розши-- 
рення своєї присутності на значному за 
розмірами та потенційними можливостями 
ринку України, що розвивається сьогодні 
бурхливими темпами. Сторони домовились 
про проведення подальших зустрічей та 
поглиблення робочих контактів. 
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Lazarenko trial opens in U.S. 


By Andrew F. Tully 

(RFE/RL)—The trial in the United States of former 
Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko began on 
March 15 — five years after he was arrested on charges 
of using American banks to launder at least US$114 
million he is accused of stealing from Ukraine. Fed- 
eral prosecutors in San Francisco say Lazarenko 
brought millions of U.S. dollars to the United States 
intending to launder it. 

Lazarenko says there is no need for him to launder 
money that he earned legally in Ukraine. If that is the 
case, the prosecutors argue, why did he enter the United 
States in 1999 using a forged passport purporting to 
have been issued by Panama? 

Further, the prosecutors point to Lazarenko’s con- 
viction, in absentia, by a Swiss court four years ago 
on similar charges, for which he received an 18-month 
suspended sentence. 

According to some estimates, Lazarenko stole per- 
haps as much as $1 billion in Ukraine a decade ago 
when industries once owned by the old Soviet state 
were being privatized. Kuchma appointed him prime 
minister in 1996, but fired him a year later when 
Lazarenko decided to challenge Kuchma for the presi- 
dency. 

Lazarenko sought asylum in the United States in 
1999, saying that he had been subject to three assassi- 
nation attempts in Europe. But Kuchma’s government 
accused Lazarenko of embezzling money from 
Ukraine. In the meantime, U.S. law enforcement offi- 
cials said they had evidence of Lazarenko’s money- 
laundering. 

Lazarenko was subsequently arrested and jailed in 
a U.S. federal prison. He was released a year ago after 
posting $86 million in bail. He is now under 24-hour 
surveillance to ensure that he does not try to flee be- 
fore his case is resolved. Lazarenko has insisted that 
he acquired his millions legally — and with Kuchma’s 
knowledge and approval. Any details that may emerge 
during Lazarenko’s testimony may prove an embar- 
rassment for Kuchma. 

Kuchma is not running for re-election in Ukraine’s 
presidential elections in October. But whomever he 
supports to run in his stead could find the testimony 
damaging to his chances of victory, according to 
Anders Aslund. Aslund was a financial adviser to the 
Ukzainian government from 1994-97. He now special- 
izes in international economics at the Carnegie En- 
dowment for Iternational Peace, a private policy re- 
search center in Washington. 


Aslund says he has little sympathy for Kuchma’s 
potential embarrassment. At the time Kuchma ap- 
pointed Lazarenko as his prime minister, Aslund says, 
Lazarenko was widely perceived in Ukraine as the most 
corrupt man in the country. 

Aslund says Kuchma’s only excuse for making the 
appointment would be that he had no choice, given 
Lazarenko’s great influence at that time. And yet, 
Aslund says, Kuchma did have the power to dismiss 
Lazarenko in 1997: 

“There’s no excuse for Kuchma. Here he appoints 
the man who’s considered the most corrupt man of the 
land [as] prime minister, and [this perception was 
present] before Lazarenko became prime minister,” 
Aslund said. 

Aslund is less certain about the outcome of the trial. 
The judge in the case has ruled that prosecutors must 
first prove that Lazarenko got his millions illegally in 
Ukraine. Only then can they try to prove the money- 
laundering charge. 

Aslund says it may be difficult to prove that 
Lazarenko broke Ukrainian law at a time when the 
country was just beginning to establish a new legisla- 
tion following the breakup of the Soviet Union: 

“Legislation in Ukraine at the time was rudimen- 
tary and contradictory. On the one hand, you can ar- 
gue that nothing could be done [legally] because all 
laws were contradictory. On the other hand, you could 
argue that anything was legal because the legislation 
was highly incomplete,” Aslund said. 

There is also the widely held suspicion that 
Kuchma’s chief political opponent and a potential 
Lazarenko accomplice, Yuliya Tymoshenko, is corrupt 
as well. Prosecutors say that a decade ago, when 
Tymoshenko was president of Ukraine’s Unified En- 
ergy Systems, she helped get money to Lazarenko and 
his partners in exchange for preferential treatment for 
a gas company. 

Tymoshenko was the deputy to Viktor Yushchenko 
when he was briefly Kuchma’s prime minister. 
Yushchenko is running for president in the October 
election, and Tymoshenko is seen as his likely choice 
for prime minister if he wins. Their chances of victory 
also could be hurt by damaging testimony from the 
Lazarenko trial. 

But which political bloc is hurt by the testimony de- 
pends a great deal on how the news is handled in 
Ukraine. The country’s media is largely controlled by 
the government, so it is uncertain how much of the 
testimony will be heard by the Ukrainian public. 


US calls for investigation into death of journalist 


By David Gollust, Voice of America 

The United States on March 5 
endorsed calls in Ukraine for an in- 
vestigation of the death of a Ukrai- 
nian radio station director who had 
been considering having his station 
carry programs of the U.S.-funded 
Radio Liberty. A State Department 
spokesman said there is reason for 
concern about the car-crash death of 
broadcaster Yuriy Chechyk, given 
the suspicious deaths of several 
Ukrainian journalists in recent years. 

The State Department says the is- 
sue of the death of journalists in 
Ukraine under “suspicious circum- 
stances,” as well as repeated cases 
of the silencing of free media in that 
country, is a matter of “serious and 
ongoing” concern for the U.S. gov- 
егатепі. 

It is endorsing а call by the chair- 
man of the media committee of the 
Ukrainian parliament for an inves- 
tigation of the death of Yuriy 
Chechyk, the director of Radio Yuta 
in the city of Poltava on March 3. 

Police in the city east of the capi- 
tal, Kyiv, say Chechyk was killed 
when the car he was driving collided 
head-on with another vehicle. 

The Associated Press said 
Chechyk had been enroute to Kyiv 


to meet with officials of Radio 
Liberty’s Ukrainian service, which 
has been struggling to find a local 
carrier for its broadcasts since a 
Kyiv station dropped its program- 
ming last month. 

Although Ukrainian authorities 
say the death was accidental, asso- 
ciates of Chechyk said they sus- 
pected foul play. 

At a news briefing, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Adam Ereli said 
the case merits an investigation. “We 
still don’t know all the facts related 
to the death, and I would say it is a 
little early to speculate on what were 
the full circumstances,” he said. 
“However, as I said earlier, clearly 
there is reason for concern based on 
the history of murder and disappear- 
ances of journalists in the Ukraine. 
I would also note that a number of 
prominent political figures in 
Ukraine including the chairman of 
the Ukrainian parliament’s commit- 
tee on the media, Mykola Tomenko, 
have called for a full investigation 
into this matter and the United States 
government supports this call.” 

Ereli said it was not the first time 
the United States had called for an 
investigation into such cases. 

He cited the still-unsolved mur- 


Ecumenical church for Shevchenko grave 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Ukrainian Parliament has approved a decree to com- 
memorate the 190th anniversary of Taras Shevchenko’s birth and con- 
struct an ecumenical church near the Chernecha Mount in the city of Капіу, 


where he is buried. Taras Shevchenko is Ukraine’s greatest writer, painter 


and public figure of the 19th century, who is often called Kobzar and be- 
lieved to be one of the most remarkable individuals in Ukrainian history. 
This news was reported on March 4. 


der of Internet journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze, who was found dead out- 
side Kyiv in 2000, and similar mur- 
der cases in 2001 and 2003 involv- 
ing a television station manager and 
a newspaper editor. 

The spokesman said the United 
States has long held that the govern- 
ment of Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma has been “stifling the free 
press,” and had expressed concern 
about the March 3 closure of Radio 
Kontynent in Kyiv, after it had said 
it would begin carrying Radio Lib- 
erty programs. 

Ereli said there have also been 
cases of harassment, intimidation 
and violence against individual jour- 
nalists, and “persistent reports” that 
Kuchma’s administration issues 
press directives on how news events 
in the country are to be covered. 

He said the U.S. ambassador in 
Kyiv, John Herbst, raised U.S. con- 
cerns about the shutdown of Radio 
Kontynent with Ukrainian Foreign 
Minister Kostyantyn Gryshchenko, 
and that a similar complaint had 
been lodged with Ukraine’s em- 
bassy in Washington. 
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Kuchma orders halt to media audits 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma has instructed the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office, the Interior Ministry, the State Tax Administration, and 
the Emergency Situations Ministry to impose a moratorium on audits and 
financial inspections among media enterprises during the upcoming presi- 
dential-election campaign in Ukraine, UNIAN reported on March 16. 
Kuchma reportedly took the step following a request by the Ukrainian 
Association of Network Broadcasting Earlier this month, the Verkhovna 
Rada voted down a resolution sponsored by opposition deputies that sought 
to call on the cabinet to ensure the unobstructed functioning of the media 


durin g the 2004 election campaign, including the introduction of a mora- 
torium on media checks by authorities. 
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Українські Вісті це незалежна газета, яка сама утримується із передплат, 
оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо підтримувати нашу 


газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 
Cotler revives anti- 


Ukrainian witch-hunt 


Canada’s new Justice Minister — a former counsel to and president of 
the Canadian Jewish Congress — wasted no time in reviving the anti- 
Ukrainian (and other East European-origin Canadian) witch-hunt known 
as the denaturalization and deportation policy. 

Within months of Irwin Cotler’s appointment as minister, the War Crimes 
Division of the Department of Justice launched its first new d & d case 
since the last millennium. This time the victim is Jura Skomatchuk, an 83- 
year-old Ukrainian with no family to defend him. (Perhaps the 
Ukrainophobes in the War Crimes Division learned a few lessons from 
the determined defense Wasyl Odynsky’s daughter, Olya, conducted.) 

Now, let there be no mistake. Despite what the War Crimes Division 
and Jewish lobby groups say, this policy has nothing to do with bringing 
“Nazi war criminals” to justice. The government is not charging any of 
these people with any war crimes — it doesn’t have to. All it has to do is 
prove that the respondent probably (and we stress the word probably) lied 
about his World War II past upon coming to Canada. Never mind that all 
the immigration documents relating to that period have been destroyed. 
Despite previous assertions that: “The key criterion in all these proceed- 
ings is the existence of some evidence of individual criminality. If that 
cannot be proven, no proceedings will be considered,” the government is 
under no legal obligation to provide any evidence of individual criminal- 
ity whatsoever, so the prosecutors at the War Crimes Division don’t even 
bother with such trivialities. 

And let there be no mistake that this policy is directed at Canadians of 
East European origin. Despite all the pious pronouncements of govern- 
ment spokespeople that no one particular group is being targeted, the fact 
remains that all the respondents in d & d cases, including ethnic Germans, 
have come from Eastern Europe — the majority from the former USSR. 
The reason for this is quite obvious when one reads the January 31, 1995 
government press release entitled “Federal government announces WWII 
war crimes strategy”. In it the Justice Department quite openly admits that 
was able to open these new cases due to its collaboration with the ex- 
KGB. (See the front-page story). 

What makes the case against Jura Skomatchuk even more cynical is 
that a Canadian has already dismissed the claim the War Crimes Division 
is using in a clumsy attempt to link him indirectly to some atrocity, in a 
previous case. 

Skomatchuk is accused of hiding his past as a Trawniki guard. 

In the statement of claim files against him by Morris Rosenberg, Deputy 
Attorney General of Canada, it is stated that: “During the so-called "Наг- 
vest Festival’ massacres, the 40,000 Jewish inmates of the labour camps 
at Poniatowa, Majdanek, and Trawniki were executed. While the role of 
the Trawniki guards in the actual executions is subject to historical de- 
bate, these guards are known to have participated in the ‘clean-up’ opera- 
tions thereafter.” 

In the Odynsky case Justice Andrew MacKay found that: “During that 
operation Mr. Odynsky and his fellow Trawniki men were confined to 
their barracks by the SS.” 

Regarding the clean-up operations, which Rosenberg claims “these 
guards are known to have participated in”, Justice MacKay found that the 
“expert witness” who so claimed “admitted in cross-examination that there 
was no evidence to support that suggestion.” 

This cynical abuse of the civil liberties of Canadians of East European 
origin was supposed to have ended once Paul Martin became prime min- 
ister. Instead it has been intensified. 

This is a very serious affront to civil liberties and this fact should be put 
very succinctly to Prime Minister Martin — especially by those Liberals 
who have his ear. 
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International slave ships 


Ukrainian sailors stranded in Montreal Port 


By Genyia Palij-Moore (Part 1) 

The historical Old-Port of Montreal draws thousands 
of tourists each year with its scenic flowery boulevards, 
French street buskers, neo-classic French architecture, 
horse-drawn caléches, the Notre-Dame Basilica and a 
myriad of ships from around the world where bonded 
indentured slaves work. 

The dilapidated Mariam VI sits in Berth No. 44, fly- 
ing the Panamanian flag of convenience, owned by 
Saudi interests, captained by Russian Valeri — with 
11 Ukrainian sailors who desperately want to go back 
home to Ukraine. The sailors’ ages range from 21 years 
to 48 years old. Most are from Crimea and consider 
themselves Ukrainian. Desperately looking for jobs in 
Ukraine, they were recruited by a shady company 
Esmeralda in Crimea. They were flown from Crimea 
to the Port of Montreal by Saudi interests at the end of 
November 2003 and put on-board the laker-ship, the 
Mariam VI. At first sight the sailors knew that this 
ship was not an ocean-going vessel, destined for Dubai. 
Since November 2003 to date, they have not received 
their due wages, there is no clean drinking water, very 
little food and during the two coldest winter months 
of December and January — with temperatures drop- 
ping to minus 35 C with wind chill factor of minus 40 
degrees,— they were without proper protective cloth- 
ing, socks and gloves. They were given a pittance four 
dollars a day to buy a large bag of potato chips. 

On March 5 the sailors read the captain the riot act, 
which summoned the ITF representative, who in turn 
alerted the Francophone media. 

After contacting the media and getting some more 
details, I was able to get some phone numbers in order 
to make direct contact with the Ukrainian sailors. The 
only phone available on the ship is a cellular phone, in 
the hands of Captain Valeri. I explained to him that I 
was interested in humanitarian aid for the sailors and 
could I please come on board to meet with them in 
order to obtain a list of needs and, pushing my luck, I 
requested an off-shore visit with them at the Sailors’ 
Mission for an informal get-together with members of 
the Ukrainian community. He agreed. 

The following day, myself and Marta Bilyk, а fei- 
low member of UCPB Executive, went down to the 
ship. As we walked towards the ship a white security 
van stopped us. We explained that, at the captain’s in- 
vitation, we were going to meet with the crew on the 
Mariam VI. The security agent informed us that we 
needed written permission from the Port Authority and 
drove us off the property. I called the port agent who 
responded quickly enough by driving to pick us up 
and we returned to the ship. On board with the port 
agent and two security details I introduced ourselves 
to a sailor and informed him that we were there on 
invitation-clearance by the captain. The sailor went 
inside to inform the captain that two Ukrainian reps 
were on deck. The Ukrainian sailor returned and in 
broken English started to give some explanation. 
Speaking in Ukrainian, I asked him if there was a prob- 
lem? “Finally”, he replied, “thank God for fellow 
Ukrainians with whom I can speak in our language. 
So you will be able to understand our plight.” He ges- 
tured hand to throat that the captain was drunk, had 
changed his mind and said no admittance. Security im- 
mediately started to hustle us off the ship. I slipped 
the Ukrainian sailor my phone number and told him 
that I wanted to meet with as many Ukrainian sailors 
as possible the following day. The Ukrainian sailor 
agreed that that’s exactly what they desperately wanted 
to do. 

Arriving home, I called Ukrainian Social Services, 
Zustrich — the novoprybuli organization — the ITF 
representative, the Sailors’ Mission and media. Nadia 
Cechmistro and Mrs. Baczynska immediately swung 
into action with volunteers to drive bags and boxes of 
food for the sailors. The ITF helped me to enlist the 
help of the French priest Pére Alfred to mediate with 
the captain for permission for the crew to meet with 
us. And media reassured me that they are following 
the story until the situation is resolved. Phoning the 


Captain Saturday morning at 11 o’clock, he told me 
that only two sailors would be permitted off the ship 
that day, but I reminded him of his previous promise 
and that, at 3 PM, a Ukrainian brigade of five cars will 
be there to pick up 11 Ukrainian sailors, not two. At 
2:15 PM, we arrived at the ship. Shortly, two security 
vans appeared, demanding written clearance, plastic 
passes and tons of identification. A shout announced 
the appearance of the sailors disembarking from the 
ship. I left the security people and hurried to the sail- 
ors, introduced myself and counted eight of them. 
Hurriedly we packed into the waiting Zustrich cars and 
sped off to the Sailors Mission. Someone had called 
the RCMP and we could be arrested for trespassing at 
any moment. 

Inside the Maison des Marins, we sat down to a wel- 
coming cup of coffee and started to get acquainted. 

The seafarer’s life is a microcosm of the global 
economy. Shady companies control the ocean ship- 
ping business, with big bucks, cel phones, hidden ac- 
counts, flags of convenience, slave labour and with 
every luxury imaginable for themselves and their ilk. 
Below in the galleys, seafarers toil non-stop. For sea- 
farers from poor/corrupt countries, the work is no dif- 
ferent from the grinding cheap sweatshops that they 
had hoped to escape at home. And with management 
practices just as abusive, they virtually become bonded 
slave labourers, at the mercy of unqualified captains 
and gangster-run businesses. 

In the last five years, Ukrainians have constituted 

the largest source of cheap labour for these unscrupu- 
lous ship owners worldwide. To date, Ukraine is not a 
member of the ITF, but many Ukrainian sailors are 
signing up individually amidst crisis situations that they 
find themselves in. The ITF is their only protection 
and hope for back wage recovery and a ticket back 
home to Ukraine. In Berdyan’sk, Crimea, a seaman’s 
welfare centre opened in July 2002 with the USA do- 
nating US$229,925 for renovations. The seafarers tell 
us they want to see the docks, shipyards, crew recruit- 
ment and building of ships owned by Ukrainians, man- 
ning and recruitment by Ukrainians who would have 
the betterment of Ukraine close to their heart, not just 
their pockets. Non-existent port state control and se- 
curity is seen as a most seriously contributing prob- 
lem of gangsterism in Ukrainian ports. At any one time, 
60,000 seafarers are caught in the financial and politi- 
cal circumstances that lead to them being left to fend 
for themselves. Wives and children at home are suf- 
fering. At times they are helped by family and friends 
who have so little themselves. The Ukrainian sailors 
in Montreal realize who their friends are: ITF, the 
Ukrainian community and the media. Three sailors 
need a doctor due to one with a swollen knee, the sec- 
ond with a possible broken ankle, and the third with a 
head injury. They wanted to attend Mass at the Ukrai- 
nian church but were disallowed due to some work 
detail cited by their captain. What awaits them at home 
are disastrous consequences: blacklistings, debt to out- 
siders and their families, family emotional problems, 
humiliation and hunger. With the ITF backing the sail- 
ors who have deadlined the management and direc- 
tors in Dubai for what is owing to them, back wages, 
compensation and a ticket back home to Ukraine. The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine should be in- 
formed and be kept informed of these developments 
and take immediate action to protect its citizens now 
and cooperate with the ITF, for the future benefit of 
other Ukrainian seafarers who might need their assis- 
tance worldwide. Each and every Ukrainian Embassy 
personnel should be properly trained and mandated to 
help their own people. Reality lies in long term civil 
recommendations and cooperation with. the ITF and 
the IMO for stronger protection for the seafarers from 
home countries. 
Genyia Palij-Moore is a Ukrainian Human Rights 
activist with 30 years involvement internationally, jour- 
nalist, media consultant and President of the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Professional and Business Association 
of Montreal. To contact, call: 514-723-3948. 


Ukrainian ship runs aground in Turkey 


(Anadolu Agency)—The Ukrainian flagged-ship 
ОРеіріп-17 whose engine broke down and which was 
loaded with explosive substance, ran aground in 
Canakkale Strait in Turkey on March 4. 

The engine of the cargo ship which was en route from 
Ukraine to Lebanon, stopped in the strait, was drifted 
and ran aground in Eceabat Camburnu region. The cap- 
tain of the ship called for help saying that the ship was 
carrying hazardous cargo. Efforts are underway to save 
the ship. 

Canakkale Governor Suleyman Катсі told ап A.A 


correspondent that the ship didn’t constitute any risk 
for other ships passing the strait. 

Kamci said that ‘’the captain of the ship had earlier 
told strait traffic officials that the ship was empty. We've 
taken necessary measures, and sent tugboats to save 
the ship. The region (Camburnu region) where the ship 
ran aground is outside the transit passages of other ships, 
so there is no danger for the moment.” 

Canakkale Harbor Office will start an investigation 
into the incident by interrogating the captain after the 
ship is saved. 


Й 
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А question ої priorities| А new strongman 


The Ukrainian government has launched a massive campaign against 
opposition media. Ukrainians seem more worried about rising water tariffs. 


By Ivan Kolos, Transitions Online 

Thousands of Ukrainians turned out in central Kyiv 
on March 9 to protest against what increasingly looks 
like a determined government campaign to eradicate 
the free media ahead of October’s presidential elec- 
tion. The traditional anti-government rally held on the 
anniversary of the birth of the 19th-century Ukrainian 
poet and freedom fighter Taras Shevchenko was this 
time headed by a group of opposition journalists. 

They were carrying slogans with the names of the 
latest victims of the government’s attacks on dissent- 
ing voices — two radio channels, the best-selling na- 
tional daily, and the last pro-opposition TV channel. 
The protesters also vented their anger over a govern- 
ment-backed constitutional reform that would transfer 
most of the president’s impressive powers to parlia- 
ment, making a victory for the opposition in the presi- 
dential election all but meaningless. 

But if past experience is any guide, President Le- 
onid Kuchma’s administration is unlikely to hear the 
protesters, still less to heed their demands. In what has 
by now become a tradition in times of protest, the presi- 
dent was traipsing around faraway lands — enjoying 
the hospitality of the sultan of Brunei this time. And 
the government-controlled TV channels had more 
cheerful news to report than 5,000 people chanting 
“Down with Kuchma” in the nation’s capital. 

The independent media have never had an easy ride 
in Ukraine — witness the brutal and still-unsolved 
murders of several campaigning journalists in recent 
years, the gradual subjugation of once-feisty TV chan- 
nels, and the blatant government manipulation of the 
media’s news agenda through faxed coverage instruc- 
tions, the infamous temnyky. But the recent spate of 
attacks on the last remaining outlets that dare criticize 
the Kuchma administration is unprecedented even for 
Ukraine. 

In late January, a court in Kyiv ordered the closure 
of the biggest-selling national daily, Silski Visti. The 
paper had foolishly run as paid advertising two articles 
that the court rightly found to be anti-Semitic. But the 
author of the articles, the head of a (pro-government) 
management academy, escaped legal action. The 
academy’s own journal, which publishes similar rub- 
bish on a regular basis, has not reported having any 
problems with the law, either. There was no such le- 
nience for Silski Visti — almost certainly because it 
supported the opposition Socialist Party. The paper has 
filed an appeal, but its chances of surviving until the 
official start of the presidential election campaign look 
slim. 

Also in January, the pro-opposition Radio Rox had 
its transmitter switched off by the local health authori- 
ties, in what critics said was another case of the gov- 
ernment using state machinery to silence its opponents. 
Rox carried live broadcasts from parliament, one of 
the few places where the opposition can still make its 
voice heard. It also relayed news bulletins produced 
by Ukraine’s only talk radio, Public Radio, which the 
national media regulator deemed unworthy of its own 
radio frequency. 

Then it was the turn of U.S.-funded Radio Liberty/ 
Radio Free Europe, whose Ukrainian-language pro- 
grams were relayed on the popular FM band by Radio 
Dovira. It took the Ukrainian radio station’s new man- 
ager, a loyal supporter of Kuchma, less than a month 

- to ditch Radio Liberty’s news. The official motivation: 
Liberty’s programming was out of kilter with Dovira’s 
“new entertainment format.” Vehement protests by the 
U.S. government and the Ukrainian opposition have 


been ignored, and Liberty’s programs are now avail- 
able to most Ukrainian listeners only on a crackling 
shortwave band, just as in Soviet times. 

With the demise of Rox and the banishment of Lib- 
erty to the shortwave wasteland, there was just one other 
radio station left to despoil with intelligent news and 
current affairs Kyiv’s FM airwaves, otherwise domi- 
nated by Russian-language gangster music. Radio 
Kontynent, which carried the programs of the BBC 
Ukrainian Service, Deutsche Welle, the Voice of 
America and the homeless Public Radio, had been 
struggling for survival ever since it was founded. For 
years it had suffered from so-called “soft jamming” — 
an apparently deliberate interference from another FM 
station, which was a turnoff for all but the most loyal 
listeners. 

But the last shovel-load of soil on Kontynent’s cof- 
fin was its decision to give refuge to Radio Liberty af- 
ter it was ditched by Dovira. Kontynent’s chief says he 
had to flee Ukraine after being told by the well-wish- 
ers from the government that both he and his station 
would be “finished” if he signed a deal with Radio Lib- 
erty. The deal was signed regardless; a piercing noise 
of jammers was heard on Kontynent’s frequency be- 
fore its offices were raided and the station’s only trans- 
mitter seized by police. 

On television, the boisterous new channels that 
sprung up in the early 1990s Бай been brought to heel 
by the Kuchma administration well ahead of the 2002 
parliamentary election. A new opposition outlet that 
appeared in the summer of 2003, Channel 5, was a 
breath of fresh air for a TV market dominated by uni- 
form-looking pro-government news. But Channel 5 has 
now been dragged to court by a smaller rival trying to 
grab the channel’s broadcasting frequency. Analysts say 
the tactic is remarkably similar to those used against 
One Plus One, a formerly independent channel that has 
since turned into a reliable government mouthpiece. 

Western governments and international rights groups 
have reacted angrily to the bludgeoning of opposition 
media in Ukraine. “The shutdown of Radio Kontynent 
and silencing of Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe (RL/ 
RFE), the Voice of America and other international 
broadcasters is an assault on democracy and a serious 
concern in an election year in Ukraine, when the need 
for news from many sources is greatest,” said the U.S. 
State Department. “Ukrainian authorities must cease 
their ongoing campaign against independent media.” 

But the government in Kyiv has learned well to ig- 
nore harsh statements that aren’t backed up by sanc- 
tions. While it keeps banging on about its commitment 
to democracy and European values, its priority is now 
to win, by hook or by crook, the October presidential 
election, not to please Western governments or to pacify 
the increasingly impotent opposition. It is now up to 
Ukrainians alone to defend the few remaining inde- 
pendent media in Ukraine, or to let them go to the dogs. 

The rally in Kyiv on March 9 was an encouraging 
sign. But in a nation of 50 million, it will take far more 
than 5,000 malcontents to make the government back 
off. A protest against a rise in water rates gathered more 
people in the western city of Lviv that same week than 
a march in support of opposition media. For all intents 
and purposes, most Ukrainians seem happy with their 
diet of government propaganda on television and gang- 
ster rap on the radio. They shouldn’t then complain if 
they’re left with the same old crooks in power after the 
October election. 


Ivan Kolos is a Kyiv-based journalist. 


Opposition MP’s son beaten up 


Tymoshenko Bloc wants an appraisal of the terror in Ukraine 


(Interfax-Ukraine/BBC Monitoring Service)— 
Andriy Volynets, the son of an MP [of the opposition 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc] and head of the Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions of Ukraine, Mykhaylo 
Volynets, has been beaten up severely, the press ser- 
vice of the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc said March 9. 

Armed militants dressed as members of a special 
police unit attacked Volynets on March 7, the bloc said. 
The MP’s son has been taken to hospital and is in a 
critical condition. і 

“The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc considers the attack 
on Andriy to be one more act of provocation against 
the opposition by the authorities. It is similar to arsons 
attacks against offices of leaders and members of op- 
position political forces, closure of the independent 


media and physical harassment of dissenters,’ the press 
service said. 

The Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc (BYT) demanded that 
the Prosecutor- General’s Office, the Interior Ministry 
and the Security Service of Ukraine “urgently carry 
out an investigation into the circumstances of the act 
of provocation, find and punish those who organized it 
and carried it out”. 

In addition, the press service said, the bloc demanded 
that the president of Ukraine [Leonid Kuchma], the par- 
liamentary speaker [Volodymyr Lytvyn] and the prime 
minister [Viktor Yanukovych] take measures necessary 
“to stop the terror and prevent a civil war in Ukraine”. 

The BYT intends to ask international organizations 
and foreign embassies “to give an appraisal of the ter- 
ror in Ukraine”. 


for Russia 


By Bohdan Klid 

On March 14 Russians re-elected President Vladimir Putin to a second 
term in an election he could not lose. His pre-vote 70-80% approval rat- 
ings reflected his masterful ability to exploit the Russian people’s yearn- 
ing for order, which they believe would come with a leader who rules 
with a strong hand (in colloquial Russian, khozyain; literally, master), and 
nostalgia for empire, following the chaos, wild capitalism and loss of ter- 
ritory that came after the Soviet Union’s collapse. 

Putin was first elected president in March 2000 at the height of Russia’s 
second war to crush Chechen independence. Following a series of apart- 
ment bombings in September 1999 — conveniently blamed on the 
Chechens — Putin, who was then prime minister, launched, what he called, 
an anti-terrorist operation. While the bombings provided a pretext, the 
aim of the second military campaign was to reverse the settlement follow- 
ing Russia’s defeat in the first war (1994-96), when Chechnya gained de 
facto independence. 

The failed first war was symptomatic of the presidency of Boris Yeltsin, 
during which post-Soviet Russia lost its status as superpower, and little 
Chechnya rubbed salt to wounded Russian pride when it defeated the much 
better armed and far more numerous Russian army. 

The Yeltsin administration also oversaw the collapse of the Russian 
economy. The remedy his administration prescribed for Russia’s ailing, 
state-run industries was “shock therapy.” In practice, this consisted of the 
rapid — and mostly rigged — privatization of state assets, which resulted 
in the instant enrichment of a small group of insiders — christened oli- 
garchs — who further looted state assets in 1996 in what became known 
as the loans for shares scandal. Another result of “shock therapy” was the 
liberalization of prices and hyperinflation, which wiped out the savings of 
the Russian populace and led to the collapse of their already low living 
standards. 

Although Putin became president with the blessings of Yeltsin and al- 
lied oligarchs, his previous career in the KGB and its successor, the FSB, 
indicated support from this murky and blood-stained organization as well. 
Soon after assuming office, Putin began reestablishing centralized control 
over the country’s institutions and regions (given autonomy under Yeltsin), 
symbolized by the appointment of former security and military officers to 
key government posts. Russia’s parliament, the Duma, has been trans- 
formed into a rubber-stamp body. In parliamentary elections held last 
December, the Unity Party — created to support Putin — gained a major- 
ity. Two of the largest “opposition” parties in the new parliament are ul- 
tranationalist, adding shrill voices to the choir of Putin sycophants. Russia’s 
president has also attacked the more independent-minded oligarchs: two 
have been driven into exile, while a third, the oil tycoon Mikhail 
Khodorkovsky, is in jail awaiting trial. 

While Putin has gone after those tycoons who supported opposition 
political parties or owned media outlets critical of his regime, privately, 
he has advised the oligarchs that they can keep their assets as long as they 
stay out of politics (and, implicitly, support the president). Inasmuch as 
major privatizations under Yeltsin were largely fraudulent, and most Rus- 
sian companies have kept two sets of books to avoid paying ruinous taxes, 
laws were broken. However, the selective use of state power against oli- 
garchs who are also political opponents of the regime is what one re- 
searcher has aptly called the tactics of a blackmail state, not actions based 
on the rule of law. 

Since becoming president, Putin has often said that he aims to restore 
Russia’s greatness and power. In practice this has meant, first of all, re- 
gaining Chechnya. In the still ongoing second campaign perhaps as many 
as 100,000 Chechen civilians have been killed (80,000-100,000 died in 
the first war). Putin’s greater aim, however, is to reestablish control over 
the non-Russian republics which gained independence upon the Soviet 
empire’s collapse. In a recent speech, he lamented the Soviet Union’s de- 
mise as “a national tragedy” which, in his view, benefited only the “na- 
tionalists and elites” of the newly independent countries, like Georgia and 
Ukraine. 

Putin’s words and actions have translated into strong popular support. 
To a people, many of whom lived miserably under Soviet rule but became 
further pauperized under Yeltsin, his assault against some of the oligarchs 
is popular, and has given them a sense of satisfaction and revenge. Yet, 
most Russians today are still poor, while government remains corrupt and 
business riddled by ties to organized crime. : 

By promising to restore Russia’s greatness, Vladimir Putin has applied 
balm to the Russian people’s bruised hubris over lost empire. In a highly 
symbolic act, he has partially rehabilitated Joseph Stalin, whose criminal 
and genocidal policies resulted in the deaths of many millions. For Putin 
and most Russians, however, Stalin is fondly remembered for his World 
War II victory and the expansion of Soviet territory to its greatest size 
ever. Under Stalin, as well, there was order. 

While Putin is not Stalin reincarnated, he has brought back authoritar- 
ian, strongman rule to Russia, albeit with a veneer of democracy. Although 
he projects the image of a modem, Western-oriented leader, he governs 
more in the Soviet tradition, without, however, the communist ideology 
and its baggage. 

In the next four years, Russia’s new khozyain, invigorated by popular 
support, and financed with revenues from energy exports, will doubtlessly 
increase his efforts to coerce, corrupt and cajole Ukraine’s elites into bring- 
ing Ukraine still closer than it already is to Mother Russia’s bosom. 


Silane atte. Se Fie ene Se ae Se пово ОВО 
Dr. Bohdan Klid is the Assistant Director and Research Scholar at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies , University of Alberta. 
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First Edmonton Sereening Coming Soon! 


Between Hitler and Stalin — Ukraine in WW II: 
The Untold Story* 


The Edmonton Branch of the Ukrainian Self-Reliance Asso- 
ciation is proud to announce that it is sponsoring the pre- 
miere Alberta showing of this groundbreaking historical 
documentary film directed by Slavko Nowytski, with narration 
by actor Jack Palance. 


Friday 2 April 2004 7:30 pm 
Provincial Museum Auditorium 
12845-102 Avenue 
Tickets: $12 in advance, $15 at the door 
Doors open at 7 pm 


Tickets available from 12 March at St. John’s Ukrainian Ortho- 
dox Cathedral Office, 10611-110 Avenue, and at the Ukrainian 
Bookstore, 10207-97 Street. 


*Film subject to classification 


11708-135A Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta T5M 1L5 
780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: ristours@shawbiz.ca 


Ukraine Tours 2004 


June 26-July 11 "Experience England, Ireland, Scotland & Wales" 
June 7-21 15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 
5 SEATS LEFT 
July 5-20 16 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 
July 19-Aug.2 15 day all-inclusive tour of Ukraine's Crimea 
July 5-Aug.2 29 day all-inicusive tour of Wester Ukraine 
and Ukraine's Crimea 

15 day all-inclusive tour of Western Ukraine 
Our Annual Country Music Tour to 
Nashville, Memphis, Dollywood & Branson 
All our tours are escorted from Canada by Robert J. Tomkins and include 
all taxes, visa, meals, and admissions to all special events. We have 
our own staff in Ukraine, fluent in English, and they accompany us on all 
tours. We stay in quality hotels and utilize a modern Mercedes Bus 
complete with air conditioning and washrooms. 


For detailed brochures on any of the above tours please call 
or email us at R.J.'s Tours. 


3.8 Tours 


Aug.9-23 
Oct.14-24 


Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 
Thursday and Friday from 8-9 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


НВН.4.5 Tours Ltd 


“Where your perfect удсайїот bests! 
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Verkhovna Rada moves with 
proportional election law 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada voted 262 to seven 
on March 5 to adopt in its first reading a bill postulat- 
ing a fully proportional party-list system for parliamen- 
tary elections. The document — referred to in the Ukrai- 
nian media as the Rudkovskyy-Klyuchkoyskyy bill 
after the names of its main authors, Mykola 
Rudkovskyy from the Socialist Party and Yuriy 
Klyuchkovskyy from Our Ukraine — calls for the elec- 
tion of 450 lawmakers in 225 constituencies from the 
lists of those parties and blocs that win at least 3 per- 
cent of the national vote, instead of the existing 4 per- 
cent voting threshold. The adoption of a purely pro- 
portional system is a sine qua non for the Communist 
Party and the Socialist Party to support constitutional 
reforms that are being promoted by the presidential ad- 
ministration. 

It is noteworthy that essentially the same bill was put 
to a vote in the Verkhovna Rada in February 2003, when 
it was supported by 217 deputies (nine votes shy of the 
required majority for approval) from Our Ukraine, the 
Socialist Party, the Communist Party, the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, and the Social Democratic Party- 
united, that is, from the parties that easily cleared the 4 
percent voting threshold in the March 2002 parliamen- 
tary ballot in the nationwide constituency, in which 225 
parliamentary mandates were contested under a propor- 
tional party-list system. This time Our Ukraine and the 
Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc did not take part in the vote. 
Even опе of the authors of the-bill, Our Ukraine law- 
maker Yuriy Klyuchkovskyy, did not support it. 

Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko explained that 
his bloc — which won more than 100 parliamentary 
seats in 2002 primarily owing to a proportional elec- 
tion system applied to the half of the contested man- 
dates — did not participate in the vote because it can- 
not accept the lowering of a threshold for parties and 
blocs to make it into the Verkhovna Rada. “The issue 
of the threshold is of principal importance,” Yushchenko 
said. According to him, the vote on the proportional 
election law was a “ticket to a coup” that will eventu- 
ally lead — through the subsequent adoption of a con- 
stitutional reform bill — to the installation of an “em- 
peror” in the post of prime minister. Yushchenko also 
argued that lowering the voting threshold will fragment 
the legislature even further than it is now, thus making 
it very problematic to form a viable pro-government 
coalition consisting of six to eight factions. 

Yuliya Tymoshenko said her bloc refused to support 
the proportional election bill for reasons of principal. 
“The lawon the proportional election [system] that was 
adopted today is a banal bribe that was offered to op- 
position forces to ensure their support for the 
anticonstitutional mutiny,” she charged. “I am stating 


(RISU.org.ua) —More than 150 national deputies of 
Ukraine signed a letter to Pope John Paul II, asking 
him to grant the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC) the status of a patriarchate. This news was 
reported on March 4. 

According to Oleksa Hudyma, national deputy and 
member of Viktor Yushchenko’s “Our Ukraine” fac- 
tion, who initiated the collection of signatures, “the at- 
mosphere during the collection of signatures was ex- 
tremely friendly, both towards the Greek Catholic 
Church and those national deputies who contributed 
the most to this endeavor.” 

Among those who signed the letter were mostly na- 


that we have never accepted bribes and will never vote 
for laws that are democratic by name but in essence do 
not leave a stone standing in the people’s power. The 
law on the proportional election [system] gives power 
to the clans.... Pretending to be witty and worrying about 
election innovations while the independent press is 
being destroyed in this country is the same as worry- 
ing about the temperature of tea in a train that is going 
off the rails.” 

Could Our Ukraine and the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc 
prevent the final adoption of the proportional election 
bill and thus block the constitutional reform as a whole? 
It seems that the chance to persuade the Socialists, let 
alone the Communists, into voting against the propor- 
tional election bill in its current form has been lost once 
and for all. But there is still a glimmer of hope that the 
support for the bill will be dropped by some deputies 
from the pro-government parliamentary coalition who 
were elected in 2002 in single-mandate constituencies 
under a first-past-the-post system. Reportedly, far from 
all of them are happy with the all-proportional election 
system, fearing that they may fail to secure an “elect- 
able place” on some party list in 2006. 

UNIAN reported on March 5 that nearly 60 deputies 
elected primarily in single-mandate constituencies have 
addressed President Leonid Kuchma with an appeal to 
initiate a referendum to lear the electorate’s opinion 
about an all-proportional election system. They report- 
edly pledge their support for the constitutional reform 
promoted by the pro-presidential camp but simulta- 
neously warn that an all-proportional election system 
will be a “step back under today’s circumstances” and 
will lead to “monopolization of the country’s political 
life.” The appeal also warns that a fully proportional 
election law will deform the representation of regions 
in the Verkhovna Rada and slacken the accountability 
of lawmakers to the local electorate. 

It is not clear if the signatories of the appeal are suf- 
ficiently resolved to vote against the fully proportional 
election bill in its second reading. If they did so, then 
of course the passage of the constitutional-reform bill 
would be thrown into doubt. Therefore, it is not out of 
the question that now, when the preliminarily approved 
election bill is being reviewed by the parliamentary 
Constitutional Committee, the committee may intro- 
duce some “regional modifications” to the fully pro- 
portional electoral procedure in order to address the 
fears of deputies elected in single-mandate constituen- 
cies and thus stifle their potential rebellion. That, in its 
turn, could raise objections on the part of the Commu- 
nist Party and the Socialist Party, whose ability for com- 
promise on the election bill seems to have been ex- 
hausted by their consent to the lowering of the election 
threshold to 3 percent. 


150 MPs support GC patriarchate 


tional deputies who are members of Viktor 
Yushchenko’s “Our Ukraine” faction. 

In addition, deputies Mustafa Dzhemilev and Refat 
Chubarov, head and deputy of the Mejlis of the Crimean 
Tatars respectively, as well as deputy Yevhen 
Chervonenko, president of the Confederation of Jew- 
ish Communities in Ukraine, also signed the letter to 
the pontiff. 

According to the press service of the Ukrainian 
People’s Party, Deputy Hudyma informed Cardinal 
Husar, head of the UGCC, that more than 150 signa- 
tures were collected in the Ukrainian Parliament in sup- 
port of the establishment of the UGCC patriarchate. 


UAOC in Kharkiv commemorates 
victims of Soviet regime 


(RISU.org.ua)—On March 9, the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC) commemo- 
rated 45 representatives of the intelligentsia and activ- 
ists of the UAOC who were persecuted and sentenced 
in 1930 by the communist regime in the so-called “Pro- 
ceedings of the Society of Ukraine’s Liberation.” 

Archbishop Thor (Isichenko) of Kharkiv and Poltava 
of the UAOC consecrated a memorial tablet on the 
building of the Kharkiv Opera House, where the pro- 
ceedings were held. Most of the accused were killed in 
Kharkiv jails before sentences had even been passed. 

“We are now standing near the place where honored 
and honest people were sentenced,” said Archbishop 
Thor. “These were people who belonged to the national 


elite and-represented true and real values during an 
epoch of cheap illusions. Half of them belonged to the 
UAOC, which then faced many challenges. Their ex- 
perience is invaluable today during the difficult times 
of the struggle to build a nation worthy of the memory 
of its fallen heroes. We have a rich past which obliges 
us to be responsible and proceed into the future with 
honesty” he said. 

Finally, Archbishop Isichenko stressed the need to 
reveal to the Ukrainian community true history, which 
opposes the false romanticism of Lenin’s indoctrina- 
tion of communist youth and intentional forgetfulness 
of national memory. 
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Nowakiwska exhibit opens in Toronto 


By Daria Darewych, Ph.D. 

The long awaited exhibition of the paintings of 
Halyna Novakiwska, a gifted and dedicated artist from 
Toronto opened on Feb. 21 at the Canadian Ukrainian 
Art Foundation in Toronto. This was the popular artist’s 
16" solo exhibition. Born in Peremyshl in 1923, the 
artist was raised in Cracow and studied at the Cracow 
Academy of Art (1939-1943) which during the Ger- 
man occupation was renamed the Cracow Institute of 
Plastic Arts. She specialized in theatre set design and 
worked as a set designer for the Theatre of Small Forms 
in Lviv and as the head designer at the Ukrainian The- 
atre in Stanyslaviv (now Ivano-Frankivske). With the 
advance of the Soviet Red Army Novakiwska fled west- 
ward where she continued her art studies in Vienna and 


Munich. In 1949 she emigrated to Canada together with | 


her husband and infant son. The family settled in 
Toronto where despite the hardships of immigration 
and raising a family, she found time to paint. 
Novakiwska’s artistic vision developed and matured 
in Canada. Her first solo exhibition was held in Toronto 
at the W&W Gallery in 1962. It was followed by an 


exhibition at the University of Western Ontario in Lon- . 


don (1963) and Scarborough Public Library (1971). 


Other solo exhibits were held in Toronto (1964, 1967, | 


1977, 1980, 1990), in Chicago (1976, 1981), Ottawa 
(1977), Warren, Michigan (1978), and Edmonton 
(1979). In 1995 she was invited to exhibit at the presti- 
gious State Museum of Ukrainian Visual Arts in Kyiv 
and the Lviv Art Gallery in Ukraine. In addition to the 
16 solo exhibitions, Novakiwska participated in numer- 
ous group exhibits in Canada, the United States of 
America, and since 1988 in Ukraine. She has been an 
active member of the Ukrainian Association of Visual 
Artists of Canada, the Society of Canadian Artists, and 
the Colour and Form Society. One of her pictures re- 
ceived Honourable Mention in 1982 in the Best Oil 
Painting category at the Cosmopolitan Club Exhibi- 
tion at the O’Keefe Centre in Toronto. In 1999 her pas- 
tel Precious Moment won an award at the Pastel Soci- 
ety of Ontario Exhibition. 

Throughout the years Novakiwska has painted very 
inventively and has experimented with contemporary 
trends in art, albeit within the boundaries of represen- 
tational art. Although her images are recognizable, the 
emphasis is not on imitating nature, but on rendering 
the immediate sensation of colour and form. Stylisti- 
cally her sources range from Impressionism and Post- 
Impressionism to Expressionism, Cubism, and Ameri- 
can Abstract Expressionism. In particular, her paint- 
ings demonstrate an understanding of Post-Impression- 
ist colour and structure. However, her sensibility as a 
creative artist has been enriched not only by her knowl- 
edge of modern art movements, but also by her Ukrai- 
nian heritage and Canadian experiences. 

Novakiwska finds the subject matter for her paint- 
ings in her immediate surroundings which she renders 
with affection and sensitivity, as may be seen in the 
domestic objects of her still life compositions, the beau- 
tiful bouquets of flowers from her garden, in the 
glimpses of mundane urban sights or portrayals of 
young family members. Her genre scenes include 
people going about their daily tasks, conversing, walk- 


“Precious Moment’ by Halyna Nowakiska 


ing in the sunshine, rain or snow. The changing sea- 
sons of her landscapes and close-up views of such un- 
spectacular subjects as a patch of dry grass, dandeli- 
ons, dried sunflowers or thistles are transformed into 
painterly compositions evocative of life cycles. On 
occasion the artist reaches into the past, usually into 
history associated with Ukrainians, as in Page of Ca- 
nadian History where the content is more anecdotal and 
the images are symbolic of Ukrainian pioneer settle- 
ments in Canada. Novakiwska’s work also embraces 
such universal themes as mother and child, both secu- 
lar and sacred, as in Precious Moment. 

Landscapes, cityscapes, genre scenes, still life, fig- 
ural compositions, and portraits, as well as focused 
views of nature abound with rich textural surfaces, fluid 
outlines, and sophisticated colour patterns with mul- 
tiple overlays of several hues. Pictorial space is con- 
structed through colour, contrasts of light and dark, tex- 
ture, and overlapping rather than through linear or aerial 
perspective. The rhythms created by the agile 
brushstrokes emphasize the shallow, condensed space 
as in Rainy Day. The anonymous figures of pedestri- 
ans huddled against the rain and painted with gestural, 
modulated gray hues provide an effective element of 
design. 

The muted glow of reflected light and shadow ren- 
dered with a myriad of tonal variations of a vibrant 
palette and a pulsating, expressive brushstroke, which 
dominate Novakiwska’s oil paintings, create a charac- 
teristic, distinctive style indicative of an accomplished 
artist with a lyrical vision. 


Canadian fund aid to 50 orphanages in Ukraine 


(Maple Leaf News)—March 15, 
the Canadian Ambassador in 
Ukraine, Andrew Robinson, 


world for its caring attitude towards 
the most vulnerable people in other 
countries, as well as at home,” said 


ing, footwear, hygienic products, 
medicine, medical supplies, books, 
toys, sports equipment, etc. It has 
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launched a new “Help Us Help the 
Children” Project of the Children Of 
Chornobyl! Canadian Fund, in соор- 
eration with the Ukrainian Chari- 
table Fund “Priyateli Ditey” aimed 
at improving health care conditions 
in 50 orphanages across Ukraine. 

During the month of March, den- 
tal chairs donated by the Faculty of 
Dentistry of the University of 
Toronto, as well as other necessary 
dental equipment and materials pro- 
vided by “Health Partners Interna- 
tional” and “International Н.ОРЕ 
“from Canada, will be delivered to 
Ukrainian orphanages. Volunteers 
from Canada will distribute humani- 
tarian aid such as children’s cloth- 
ing, toys, medical supplies, and bi- 
cycles, which will help improve the 
quality of life of Ukrainian orphans, 
and also aid in their overall devel- 
opment. The total monetary worth 
of this year’s aid is valued to be over 
C$70,000. In addition to Canadian 
aid, this year’s project is supported 
by Ukrainian companies: Kraft 
Food Ukraine, Orlan Concern and 
AVK Publishers. 

“Canada has a strong record in the 


Ambassador Robinson. “I am happy 
to see today that, thanks to the gen- 
erosity of Canadian donors, indi- 
viduals and corporate, as many as 
50 orphanages across Ukraine are 
being equipped to provide improved 
dental care for children. This will 
help to make a real difference in the 
lives of these children.” 

Since 1993 the “Help Us Help 
The Children” Project of the Chil- 
dren Of Chornoby! Canadian Fund 
has been actively supplying humani- 
tarian and other aid to Ukraine, do- 
nated by commercial and religious 
organizations, volunteers and pri- 
vate individuals. On many occa- 
sions, “Help Us Help The Children” 
has been supported by the Govern- 
ment of Canada, the “Dopomoha 
Ukraini” foundation, Canadian 
Ukrainian churches, and various Ca- 
nadian Women’s organizations. 

According to orphanage directors, 
“Help Us Help The Children” is the 
only Canadian-Ukrainian organiza- 
tion that targets its support to the par- 
ticular needs of orphanages. It has 
distributed an enormous amount of 
humanitarian aid consisting of cloth- 


also been carrying out other impor- 
tant projects for orphans, including 
scholarships, as well as summer and 
winter camps. 
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Демонстрація 


опозиційних сил у Києві 


(BBC Ukrainian)—Y Києві керівники трьох провідних опозиційних 
сил очолили кількатисячні демонстрації з нагоди річниці дня 
народження Тараса Шевченка. 

Прихильники опозинії під гаслами критики президента Кучми 
приєдналися до мітингу журналістів, які виступають за дотримання 
принципів свободи слова і преси. 

Лідер блоку Наша Україна Віктор Ющенко сказав, що він домовився 
з Юлією Тимошенко разом iTH на президентські вибори в листопаді, і 
висловив надію, що до них приєднається і лідер українських соціалістів 
Олександр Мороз - який також брав участь у сьогоднішніх акціях. 
За повідомленкями кореспондента Бі-Бі-Сі, демонстранти тримали 
гасла на підтримку газети "Сільські вісті", "5 каналу", радіо 
"Континент" та радіо "Рокс". 

Водночас, лунали гасла не лише на підтримку засобів масової 
інформації, а й проти чинної влади. 


Профспілки - проти експлуатації 
українців у Британії 


(ВВС Ukrainian)—Kourpec британських профспілок, за даними 
лондонського часопису "Гардієн", має оприлюднити у 9-го березня 
доповідь щодо стану українських трудових емігрантів у Британії. 

Грунтуючись на розмовах з самими емігрантами, автори доповіді 
доходять висновку про сувору експлуатацію українців. 

Зокрема, українським працівникам часто платять менше половини 
того, що отримували б британці. Вони також часто зазнають вироб-- 
ничих травм і живуть у переповнених приміщеннях. 

За деякими даними, лише в Лондоні може перебувати до сорока тисяч 
українських працівників, а в усій Британії їхнє число досягає ста тисяч. 
За даними часопису "I ардієн", Генеральний секретар Конгресу бри-- 
танських профспілок Брендан Барбер має намір закликати уряд зміни-- 
ти спосіб застосування схем тимчасового працевлаштування, щоб 
запобігти знущанням над українцями. 


Нові члени ЄС критикують обмеження щодо мігрантів 
(BBC Окгаїпіап)- -Посланці чотирьох країн, що вступають до 
Європейського Союзу, зустрілися в Празі, 9-го березня. Націй зустрічі 
вони скритикували обмеження щодо мігрантів, які запроваджува-- 
тимуться після приєднання тих країн до ЄС. Прем'єр-міністри Чехії, 
Словаччини, Польщі, а також чільний угорський представник заявили, 
що плановані обмеження щодо їхніх робітників ставлять під сумнів 
один з засадничих принципів Євросоюзу. Вони наголосили, що країнам 
ЄС не слід боятися людей, які прагнуть працювати. Водночас чеський, 
словацький та польський прем'єри заявили, що не наслідуватимуть 
приклад Угорщини, яка планує запровадити обмеження у відповідь 
щодо трудових мігрантів з нинішніх країн-членів ЄС. 


УКРА 


тільки 


Також доступні на Вашім мобільнім телефоні, дзвоніть 1-866-5-1010620 
або відвідайте www.1010620.com за дальшими інформаціями 


ь 33. 


за хвилину" 
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Шевченкові 190 


Ярослав Розумний 

У цьому році відзначуємо 190-річчя з дня 
народження Шевченка та його місце в українській 
культурі й політичній думці. Почав він як мистець, 
закінчивши петербурзьку Академію Мистецтв 
званням академіка, але місце в українській культурі 
закріпив йому не живопис і не ступінь академіка, а 
його Слово. Називали його "царем і богом" вірша, 
винахідником поєтичної форми у слов'янській 
поезії, в нього вчились особистої характерности, 
гармонії слова і вчинку, безкорисливої любови до 
батьківщини, безстрашної ненависти до рабства, до 
принижування людини людиною, народу народом. 
Без маніфестів, він став реформатором і володарем 
обездержавленого народу. Час і події підняли його 
над конвенційні мірки й рамки, над мистецькі й 
ідеологічні "їзми". Шевченко з ікони й символу став 
поняттям. Поняттям, що включає в собі всю історію 
народу в його минулому, сучасному і креслить шля-- 
хи майбутньому. Його коріння у свідомості й підсві-- 
домості народу - він його розум, сумління, біль, 
радість 1 сила, I тому всі - політичні й мистецькі 
рухи, партії й навіть наукові інституції тяжіють до 
нього, об'єднуються навколо його імени й оголо- 
шують його своїм речником. I| цим він страшний і 
небезпечний для всяких відхилень і зазіхань непро-- 
шених гостей, які, підступом або насильно, HaMara— 
ються вирвати його з рук і лона народу, зробити його 
своїм інструментом або знівечити його авторитет. 

Останнє відбувається й сьогодні на Шевченковій 
землі. Не так давно, російськомовні київські "Фак-- 
ть? надрукували бульварну статтю проти його 
особи. Зробили це напередодні урядових "Пере- 
яславських святкувань", щоб заплямувати Поета, 
який прокляв "Переяслав" івсіх до нього причетних, 
включно з гетьманом України, Богданом Хмель- 
ницьким. Поета, що плакав над долею своєї зведеної 
Катерини, яку, прогнав з рідного дому в Московщину 
шукати свого москаля, прогнав за те, що наївно 
віддала себе ворогові. Треба було, врешті, зневажити 
Поета, що в "Великому льоху" покарав, хоч несві- 
дому, але зраду підлітка-Прісі, що Хмельницькому, 
з повними відрами, шлях перейшла, як він їхав в 
Переяслав "Москві npucararu!” Покарав самозраду 
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* НЕМА контрактів та оплат за діяльність " НЕМА змін телефонних компаній 


TALK MORE, 


Call the WORLD for $1 


дівчинки-недолітка, що в Батурині Петрові коня 
напоїла, як він з-під Полтави в Москву повертався, 
та покарав немовля, що невинно усміхнулось 
Катерині II, що під Каневом в галері Дніпром 
проїжджала. 

Тут уся генеза "стосунків" України з Росією - 
білою, червоною й нинішньою червоно-білою, A 
трагедія святкувань "Переяслава" в незалежній 
Україні в тому, що люди влади, яка сьогодні 
відповідає за цю державу й за гідність її народу, не 
читають і не думають. От, прочитали б вірш "Царі", 
з 1963 р., 17-літнього київського поета, Леоніда 
Кисельова, про Петра І-го: 


Навіщо ж нам, отой державний вершник? 

Зірвати 6, щоб копита в небеса! 

Шевченко, кажуть, односторонньо 

Віднісся... Hi, він правильно писав: 

Це той перший, що розпинав 

Нашу Україну... 
За довгую історію Росії - 
Ані одного доброго царя". 


Десятикласник київської середньої школи Мо.37 
краще знав Шевченка, історію свою й сусідів та 
більше шанував політичну достойність українського 
народу, ніж це робить нинішнє правління країни, яка, 
здавалось, уже скинула тягарі "Переяслава". Те 
правління відвертається від народу, кпить собі з його 
національної гідности та легковажить міжнародний 
престиж тієї держави. Яка іронія, яка зневага і 
протиріччя? В році відзначувань 190-ліття одного 
з найкращих умів нової української історії, декретом 
президента, готуються святкування 350-річчя зрад-- 
женого довір'я. 

Україна проголосила свою незалежність, але 
Шевченкового "Вашингтона" вона ще не дочекалась. 
Не керує нею "праведний закон", про який мріяв 
Шевченко, і слово ще сковане. Україною володіють 
"Максими" з "Москалевої криниці", а вже час на 
"Варнака?, щоб прогнав зі святині крамарів, які 
торгують честю й добром Шевченкової нації. 


Москва 


кожна! наступна 
рхвилина 8 ц. | | 


кожна наступна 


кожна наступна хвилина BL. 


Данія 


Франція Італія | 


Іспанія ... Та інші! 


PAY LESS! 


"База на 3-х хвилинах за першого $1, кожна наступна хвилина 33 ц. 
Дзвінки на мобільний телефон або на спеціяльний окреслений код 
країни можуть бути пораховані за вищими цінами. Всі дзвінки понижче 
перших хвилин за першого 51 всеж таки будуть раховані за $1. 
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Ukraine termed ‘blackmail state’ 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine 15 a “black- 
mail state” in which the law is ap- 
plied selectively against political op- 
ponents in order to maintain the rul- 
ing elite’s hold on power, said the 
guest speaker at the 38" Annual 
Shevchenko Lecture in Edmonton, 
March 6. 

“The post-Soviet authoritaria- 
nism, in contrast to its Soviet pre- 
decessor, is rather ‘shy’ — it tries to 
repress its opponents by methods 
and bodies that would not clearly 
colour the case with political mean- 
ing,” said Dr. Mykola Ryabchuk, a 
prominent Kyiv political commen- 
tator who is currently a visiting pro- 
fessor at the University of Alberta 
and the most recent recipient of the 
John Kolasky Memorial Fellowship 
(CIUS). 

“Tax policing and fire inspection, 
the procuracy and numerous bodies 
established to license and supervise 
the economic activity of companies 
and individuals are widely used for 
political repression. Misrepresent- 
ing political reprisals as merely 
‘economic problems’ not only cir- 
cumvents the international criticism 
and sanctions that the post-Soviet re- 
gimes definitely deserve, but also ef- 
fectively conceals the problem of 
political freedoms from the eyes of 
the public at home by subsuming 
under the more general and, for most 
people, the more tangible problem 
of economic decline. An extremely 
corrupted economy and a highly in- 
tricate legal system provide the post- 
Soviet regimes with a perfect 
minefield on which any prospective 
opponent can be easily trapped and 
destroyed,” he said at the lecture, 
sponsored by the Ukrainian Profes- 
sional and Business Club of 
Edmonton and the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) at 
the University of Alberta. 

Dr. Ryabchuk took issue with so- 
called ‘transitologists”, or scholars 
who claim Ukraine’s problems are 
caused by a faulty transition from 
communism to democracy. 

Instead, he argued, the problems 
arose because the Soviet-era 


Dr. Mykola Ryabchuk 


nomenklatura, or ruling elite, ar- 
ranged the state structure in order to 
perpetuate their hold on power. 

“The Ukrainian state is dysfunc- 
tional, that is unable and, rather, 
unwilling to satisfy some basic 
needs of its citizens and to get gov- 
ernment institutions to function 
properly, for the public good. This 
does not mean, however, that the 
Ukrainian government cannot adopt 
and implement a policy it really 
wants, a policy that benefits state 
officials and their “business part- 
ners’,” he explained. 

Nevertheless, there are some signs 
that the situation is not completely 
hopeless, he noted. 

“First, the authoritarian regime, 
however despotic, is not totalitarian. 
It leaves much room for different 
views, ideologies, even for some 
political and economic freedom. 
Civil society (and the independent 
media), however weak, oppressed, 
and marginalized, has already 
emerged in post-Soviet Ukraine and 
now has to be defended and devel- 
oped. 

“Second, the authoritarian regime, 
however unified by corporate inter- 
ests, is not monolithic. It consists of 
competing clans that have their own 
economic interests and political 


preferences, their own media, and 
their own pragmatic relations not 
only with the state but also with 
some segments of the emerging civil 
society. While the dominant para- 
sitic clans remain rather satisfied 
with looting capitalism, ‘inner dis- 
sidents’ emerge within the ruling 
elite and would facilitate inevitably, 
sooner or later, a kind of 
Khrushchevian thaw, or Gorbacho- 
vian perestroika, or Ataturkian revo- 
lution. 

“Finally, Ukraine’s size and geo- 
political position makes it a major 
object of Western attention and in- 
fluence. In regard to the mass me- 
dia, human rights, and the rule of 
law, Western aid means primarily 
monitoring of numerous violations 
in the field and exerting interna- 
tional pressure on the Ukrainian 
government to bring it into compli- 
ance with its international obliga- 
tions. As the example of Yugoslavia 
shows rather dramatically, more 
sticks for the authoritarian govern- 
ment and more carrots for various 
agents and institutions of the nascent 
civil society may well bring about 
some positive results,” said Dr. 
Ryabchuk. 

In the question and answer ses- 
sion that followed, Dr. Ryabchuk 
explained that there are three factors 
that all have to come to play in or- 
der to change the situation in 
Ukraine. 

The first is international pressure, 
the second is internal pressure from 
the democratic opposition and civil 
society, the third is that the ruling 
oligarchs themselves betray Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma in order to pro- 
tect their own self-interest. 

Asked about the relations of the 
ruling elite with the West and Rus- 
sia, Dr. Ryabchuk explained that 
they fear the West because it insist 
on ground rules for economic activ- 
ity, but they also fear Russia because 
that country’s oligarchs are much 
stronger. 

“Ukrainian gangsters need a soy- 
ereign Ukraine because that’s what 
protects them,” he said. 


Ukrainian American to run for Senate 


By E. Morgan Williams, Editor, “Action Ukraine Re- 
port” 

Former three-term Colorado Congressman Bob 
Schaffer on March 12 announced that he will run for 
an open Colorado seat in the U.S. Senate. Should 
Schaffer win, he would replace the retiring Republican 
Senator from Colorado, Ben Nighthorse Campbell, the 
only Native American in the Congress. 

The return of Bob Schaffer to the U.S. Congress could 
be good news for the U.S. friends of Ukraine and for 
Ukraine itself. Schaffer, with grandparents who were 
born in Ukraine, served actively as co-chairman of the 
Congressional Ukrainian Caucus, made frequent trips 
to Ukraine during his service in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, including being a member of the U.S. del- 
egation monitoring the parliamentary and local elec- 
tions in Ukraine on March 31, 2002. 

Schaffer supported issues important to the develop- 
ment of democracy, civil society, rule of law and a 
market-driven economic system in Ukraine while serv- 
ing as a Congressman. 

The former Congressman made a special trip to 


Ethnic communities in 
Serbia seek state funding 


(B92)—The national councils of a number of Serbia’s 
ethnic minorities have asked the state to provide fund- 
ing for their activities. The councils have written to 
Prime Minister Vojislay Kostunica and other senior of- 
ficials asking that the 2004 budget include financing 
and that a fund for national minorities be established. 
The letter is signed by the national councils of the 
Bosniac, Bulgarian, Bunjevac, Croatian, Hungarian, 
Romany, Rusyn, Slovak and Ukrainian communities. 
Federal Human Rights Minister Rasim Ljajic confirmed 
the request, describing it as completely legitimate. 


Washington from Colorado on Feb. 17 to participate 
as a panelist in a special roundtable on the problems 
and critical choices facing Ukraine in 2004 and how 
the U.S. and the Ukrainian American Diaspora should 
respond to them. 

The recent event was co-sponsored by Archbishop 
Stefan Soroka, metropolitan of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in the U.S., and the three founding member- 
organizations of the Action Ukraine Coalition: the 
Ukrainian American Coordinating Council, the Ukrai- 
nian Federation of America and the U.S.- Ukraine Foun- 
dation. 

Schaffer was elected to the House of Representatives 
in November of 1996 and served three terms, until Janu- 
ary of 2003, stepping down as one of the few Con- 
gressman to actually fulfill a self-imposed three term 
limit pledge he made to the voters in his congressional 
district in Colorado during his first campaign in 1996. 

Schaffer, in the fall of 2002, published a book en- 
titled, “U.S.-Ukraine Agenda for Freedom: Principles 
for Rada-Congress Cooperation.” He also had indicated 
a willingness to serve as the United States Ambassa- 
dor to Ukraine at the end of his service in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

In the introduction to the book Congressman Schaffer 
wrote: “This document is my proposal for further ex- 
pansion of U.S.-Ukraine parliamentary cooperation. It 
is the product of my many years of involvement in U.S.- 
Ukraine issues. In reaching out to several leading ex- 
pert on Ukraine, I hope to emphasize ways to improve 
the quality of life for the Ukrainian people. Some of 
the initiatives suggested herein are new, some are al- 
ready under way, and others need additional support 
for greater results.” 

“T’ve filed and I have an organization that I’ve put 
together, an exploratory team and a team that is getting 
larger. I see nothing that discourages me,” Schaffer told 
the Associated Press in Denver on March 11. 


Morecambe School in 1930 


Rare school building finds a 
home at the Ukrainian Village 


(ACD)—The Morecambe School has been added to the extensive col- 
lection of historic structures from east-central Alberta at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 

The Morecambe School, built in 1929, is one of the last remaining 
two-room schools associated with a town site in the region. These schools 
were common throughout east-central Alberta in the 1920s and 30s, re- 
flecting settlement expansion that required the construction of two-roomed 
buildings instead of the one-roomed schools first built in the area. The 
majority of similar schools have either been demolished or converted to 
other uses such as community halls. 

Several notable local figures taught at Morecambe school before moy- 
ing on to other interests, including William Tomyn, a former Social Credit 
MLA from 1935 to 1952, and Nick Myskiw, Superintendent of Two Hills 
School District from 1956 to 1971. 

The hamlet of Morecambe is located approximately 18 kms east of 
Two Hills. It was developed on the last railway line constructed in east- 
central Alberta during 1927-28. 

The school arrived at the Ukrainian Village on March 11. It will be on 
display at the main entrance until funding becomes available to restore it 
to its original appearance. Once restored, it will join the rest of the Heri- 
tage Village on the site. 


Tax head wins by-election 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Central Election Commission announced on 
March 8 that Oleksandr Vasylyev, head of the State Tax Administration in 
Donetsk Oblast, won election to the Verkhovna Rada in a Donetsk Oblast 
constituency (No. 61) on 7 March, UNIAN reported. 

Vasylyev, running as an independent, won nearly 79 percent of the vote, 
far outpacing 24 other candidates. 

The election was organized in connection with the departure of law- 
maker Hennadiy Vasilyev, who was elected in March 2002 but appointed 
prosecutor-general in November 2003. 

The Committee of Ukrainian Voters, a nongovernmental group that 
monitors election campaigns in the country, said there were numerous 
violations of the law during the 2002 election in constituency No. 61. 

In particular, the committee charged that Vasylyev abused his official 
position to promote his candidacy and held meetings with voters at their 
workplace during the workday. 


Yushchenko outpaces Yanukovych 


(RFE/RL)—The Oleksandr Razumkoy Center for Economic and Po- 
litical Studies found in a poll conducted among 2,012 voters earlier this 
month that 22.3 percent of respondents would vote for Our Ukraine leader 
Viktor Yushchenko while 13.2 percent would back Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych as candidates in a presidential election, Interfax reported on 
March 12. 

The poll also concluded that Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko 
would be supported by 11.6 percent of Ukrainians; Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz by 6.8 percent; Yuliya Tymoshenko by 4.4 percent; 
Nataliya Vitrenko by 3.1 percent; Serhiy Tyhypko by 2.8 percent; Viktor 
Medvedchuk by 2.2 percent; Volodymyr Lytvyn by 2 percent; and Yevhen 
Marchuk by 1.1 percent. 

According to the survey, 9.2 percent of voters would vote against all 
candidates, another 13.6 percent found it difficult to say, and 7.7 percent 
declared that they would not vote. 


Ukraine not part of CIS interreligious council 


(RISU.org.ua)—An interreligious council of the Commonwealth of In- 
dependent States (CIS) was established during the 2nd Interreligious Peace- 
keeping Forum of the CIS, held March 2-4 in Moscow. 

None of the religious organizations of Ukraine has been included in the 
council, which gathered 40 religious leaders belonging to four major reli- 
gions in the CIS countries, in particular Christianity (represented by Or- 
thodox churches only), Islam, Judaism and Buddhism. 

Ukraine was represented by Metropolitan Volodymyr (Sabodan), head 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP), 
which is part of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Patriarch Alexis П of Moscow and Sheikh Pasha-zade, head of the Ad- 
ministration of Muslims in the Caucasus and the Interreligious Council of 
Russia, who initiated the forum, were elected as two permanent co-heads 
of the council. According to Metropolitan Kirill (Gundyaev), head of the 
council’s executive committee, its members will combine efforts in fight- 
ing terrorism, strengthening interethnic relations, achieving unity in soci- 
ety and preventing religion from being excluded from social life. 
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Міжнародні профспілки 


шоковані викраденням 
сина голови спілки вільних 
профспілок України 


Марія Щур; Радіо Свобода 

Міжнародна конфедерація вільних профспілок розцінює напад на 
сина голови Конфедерації Вільних Профспілок України Михайла 
Волинця «політично вмотивованим» і висловлює занепокоєння з 
приводу безпеки українських членів профспілок та їхніх родин. 
Нагадаємо, що у неділю 7 березня Андрія Волинця викрали і сильно 
побили люди, одягнені в міліцейську форму. У важкому стані він нині 
перебуває у лікарні. 

Міжнародна конфедерація вільних профспілок була обурена тим, 
що сталося в Україні із сином голови української профспілки. На думку 
міжнародної організації, яка об'єднує понад 150 мільйонів людей у 
152 країнах світу, включно з Україною, викрадення сина Михайла 
Волинця пов'язане із його профспілковою діяльністю. Воно сталося 
відразу після того, як Конфедерація Вільних Профспілок України 
провела прес-конференцію, в якій мовилося про «життя і смерть 
демократії» в Україні та серйозні порушення прав профспілок. На 
думку організації, штаб квартира якої є в Брюсселі, це є спробою 
переслідування та залякування голови профспілки та незалежних 
профспілок взагалі. 

У своєму листі до голови українського уряду Віктора Януковича 
Генеральний Секретар міжнародної конфедерації профспілок 
наголошує, що організація уже звертала увагу уряду на порушення 
прав профспілок в Україні. Тож цей випадок, на думку міжнародних 
профспілок, свідчить про ескалацію насильства проти профспілкових 
лідерів. 

Міжнародна конфедерація профспілок закликає український уряд 
забезпечити повагу до закону та безпеки громадян і особливо 
профспілкових лідерів. Поки що ж організація покладає всю 
відповідальність за безпеку родини Михайла Волинця на український 
уряд i вимагає розслідування цієї справи. 

Сам Михайло Волинець вважає напад на свого сина намаганням 
влади тиснути на нього, як на опозиційного депутата. У вівторок Блок 
Юлії Тимошенко, до якого входить Михайло Волинець, закликав 
правоохоронні органи розслідувати справу, а особисто Президента 
Леоніда Кучму та прем'єр-міністра Віктора Януковича використати 
усі свої повноваження 1 припинити переслідування громадян. 


ПРАЦЯ: Дозріла і відповідальна людина потрібна до праці 
вечорами. Мусить бути здібна до праці в скоро міняючимся 
середовищі і вечорами. Мусить говорити i розуміти по англійськи. 
Аплікації на працю разом 3 resume складати до Circuit Circus, West 
Edmonton Mall, Phase 3. Tel: 444-7887. 
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3-20 лютого 2004 poxy в Едмон- 
тоні на 91-my році життя відій- 
шов у вічність Іван Лісовий. У 
журбі й смутку він залишив 
дорогу дружину Ольгу, доньок 
Стефанію Базюк i Олю Боцюр- 
ків, зятів Андрія і Тараса, внуків 
Енея, Волю, Зорю, Стефана, 
правнука Василька. 

Іван був вірним і люблячим 
чоловіком, чуйним, великодушним 
батьком і дідом, щиросердно й 
ніжно любив свою родину й 
численних приятелів. 

Вічна Йому Пам'ять! 

Іван Лісовий народився 1913 
року в селі Городилів Золочівсь- 
кого району на Львівщині в родині 
Миколи Лісового й Параскевії 
Бандури. В родині було 6-po дітей. 
Іван мав трьох братів, ідві сестри 
які померли в молодому віці. 

Дитячі та юнацькі роки Івана 
минали в місті Золочеві, де Іван 
навчався в Українській школі, а по 
її закінченні працював 12 років у 
Повітовім Союзі. Часто, з вели- 
кою приємністю, Іван згадував 
про ті часи, бо належав до орга- 
нізації «Сокіл» ім. М. Шашкевича, 
грав у Сокільському оркестрі, спі- 
вав у хорі, виступав на різних 
імпрезах. Іван та його молодший 
брат Михайло мріяли відкрити 
власну м'ясарню, але не судилося 
тим пляням сповнитися, бо поча- 
лася Друга Світова війна. Іван за- 
писався до Польської армії, був 
поранений і потрапив у німецький 
полон. Німці вивезли його до 
Гамбургу, де він працював на 
будівництві підводних човнів. 

У 1942 році, під час відпустки в 
Україну, Іван Лісовий одружився 
з Олею Гайдуковою, донькою Їва- 
на Гайдука й Катерини Шеремети 
з села Ушні на Львівщині. Молода 
пара працювала в Німеччині до 
кінця війни, а тоді перебралася до 
Франції. Іван i Ольга довший час 
жили в Парижі, працюючи на па- 
нів, що мали величезні сади, горо- 
ди й виноградники. Молода пара 
належала до парафіян церкви Св. 
Володимира в Парижі. Пізніше 
Іванові пощастило знайти роботу 
на автомобільній фабриці «Peu- 
geot». Доводилося тяжко працю- 
вати, але молоді Івані Ольга жили 
щасливо й дуже любили один 
одного. Незабаром на світ з'явила- 
ся їхня старша доня - Стефанія. 

У 1951 році, стараннями Оліго- 
го вуйка Шеремета з Америки, 
родині пощастило виїхати до 
Канади, у Вінніпег. Та треба було 
все починати з початку. Іван все 
згадував, що вони тоді приїхали, 
за його словами, маючи з собою 
лише «ложку й виделок». У Він- 
ніпезі родина Лісових збільши-- 
лася, народилася друга доня, Оля. 
Іван влаштувався на роботу до 
фабрики «Acme Chrome Furniture 
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«Мій Дідо для мене був героєм...» 
Відійшов у вічність Іван Лісовий 


Панство Лісових з гостями - студентськими делегатами СУСКУ 
зі східної Канади під проводом тодішнього президента, Михайла 
Боцюрківа. 


Сотрапу», де пропрацював 28 
років. Іван дуже старався прище-- 
лити СВОЇМ дітям любов ДО BCLOTO 
українського. Стефанія й Оля 
навчалися в Рідній Школі, були 
активними пластунками. 

Після виходу на пенсію Іван та 
Ольга переїхали до Едмонтону, де 
мешкали вже одружені дочки. Іван 
знайшов своє щастя в онуках. Він 
віддавав їм всю свою любов, дог-- 
лядав їх, помагав майструвати pi3— 
ні речі й забавки. Іван Лісовий 
любив бути серед молодих людей, 
бо душею був молодим, запаль- 
ним, енергійним. Довший час він 
працював у Інституті Св. Івана, 
належав до Клюбу Пенсіонерів, 
був вірним парафіянином церков 
Св. Юра й Св. Иосафата. 

Іван був дуже щедрою людиною 
й багато жертвував на українські 
організації. 

Та на жаль, з часом вік давав про 
себе знати, на 77-му році життя 
заслабло серце. Іван пережив 
важку, складну операцію. Після 
короткого одужання трьома рока-- 
ми пізніше стався струс мозку. 
Тван мужньо боровся з недугою, 
не піддаючись їй до останніх днів 
свого життя. 

«Мій Дідо був для мене геро- 


єм»,- казав найстарший внук Івана 
- Еней. 

«Тато без страху боровся зі всі- 
ма труднощами, що поставали на ~ 
мого життєвому шляху»,- написа-- 
ла старша донька, Стефанія, у 
прощальному слові до батька. На 
похоронах внучка Воля зверну- 
лася до покійного діда такими 
словами: «Діду, на світі не виста- 
чить слів, щоб описати якою доб-- 
рою, чуйною, прекрасною люди-- 
ною Ти був і залишаєшся в наших 
серцях назавжди...» 

Вічная память про Івана Лісово-- 
го, славного українця, щирого сер-- 
цем, доброго душею, міцного духом 
назавжди житиме в наших серцях. 

Нехай земля буде йому пухом. 

Нехай Господь дарує йому 
щастя небесне. 

Складаємо щиру подяку пані 
Євгенії Кусин і пані Гані Віксіч за 
їхню щоденну кропітку працю по 
догляду за нашим Татом і Дідом 
під час останніх 3-х з половиною 
років його життя. Ми також вдяч-- 
ні Волі за те, що вона доглядала 
діда в його останні місячі життя. 

Від щирого серця дякуємо 
Стефці й Андрієві за їхню без- 
межну любов і піклування про 
Тата вдома. 


На Львівщині починається проект 
допомоги жертвам торгівлі людьми 


(Deutsche У/еПе)- Європейський союз спільно з 
Міжнародними благодійними фондами «Карітас 
України» та «Карітас Франції» розпочинають новий 
проект допомоги жінкам, які потерпіли від торгівлі 


людьми. 


Проектом передбачено створення на Західний 
Україні мережі інформаційно-консультаційних 
центрів допомоги жінкам, які в той чи інший спосіб 
потерпіли від торгівлі людьми. Як повідомив "Hi- 
мецькій хвилі" координатор проекту Сергій Гри- 
ценко, пункти консультаційної допомоги відкриють 
у чотирьох містах - Хмельницькому, Дрогобичі, 
Сокалі та Гвано-Франківську. Згідно з соціоло- 


гічними дослідженнями Міжнародної організації з 
міграції, найбільше потерпають від торгівлі людьми 
саме мешканки Західного регіону України. У кож- 
ному центрі для початку працюватимуть по дві особи 


- соціальний працівник та консультант-психолог. 


на два роки. 


Згодом, за словами Гриценка, можливо, штат буде 
збільшено. Проект базується на співпраці з громад- 
ськими організаціями та місцевою владою. Жінкам, 
які звернулися, 
тимуть безплатну екстрену психологічну та медичну 
допомогу, а також - юридичну та інформаційну - для 
подальшого працевлаштування. Проект розраховано 


їх дітям та родичам пропонува- 


- 
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Malarek, 
Gongadze 
to speak at 
conference 


(UkrNews)—Journalists Victor Malarek 
and Myroslava Gongadze will be the princi- 
pal speakers at the “Building the Future” Con- 
ference, organized by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress — Alberta Provincial Council, April 
23-24. 

Malarek will be the keynote speaker at the 
luncheon, April 24 and Gongadze will be the 
guest speaker at the banquet, both being held 
at the Chateau Louis Hotel and Conference 
Centre. 

Often described as a crusading reporter, 
Malarek has been a journalist for over 30 
years. In 1976, Malarek joined The Globe and 
Mail, where he garnered three prestigious 
Governor General's Awards for meritorious 
public service journalism. From 1990 to 2000, 
he was host of the fifth estate. 

Currently, he is Co-Host of CTV’s current 
affairs show W-5. From 2000 to June 2003, 
he was the investigation editor for The Globe 
and Mail and from 1990 to 2000, Malarek was 
a host of the CBC’s award winning, investi- 
gative documentary current affairs show the 

fifth estate. 

Born in Lachine, Quebec in 1948, Victor 
has often been described as a crusading re- 
porter He began his career in journalism as a 
copy boy at Weekend Magazine in Montreal 
in 1968. 

He is the author of five non-fiction books. 
His most recent, The Natashas - The New 
Global Sex Trade is about the buying and sell- 
ing of human flesh for the worldwide sex in- 
dustry. In The Natashas, Victor details the 
tragic lives of individual women and girls 
ensnared in the most recent wave of this bru- 
та) trade. 


Myroslava Gongadze is a prominent me- 
dia and political consultant, an expert in 
Ukrainian law governing media freedom, cur- 
rently working as a correspondent for Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty. 

Gongadze became an internationally promi- 
nent advocate of freedom of the press follow- 
ing the murder of her journalist-husband in 
September, 2000. The political circumstances 
and gangland style of her husband’s assassi- 
nation in a forest outside Kyiv shocked the 
world. This catapulted Gongadze into the 
ongoing struggle toward a politically indepen- 
dent and free press in the former Soviet Union. 

In the years since her husband’s decapitated 
body was found, and after a botched govern- 
ment investigation of the case and the discov- 
ery of surreptitiously recorded conversations 
within the Ukrainian president’s office that 
appear to link several high level Ukrainian 
officials with Gongadze’s disappearance and 
death, and after the murders of still more jour- 
nalists in Ukraine, Gongadze has campaigned 
aggressively throughout the international 
community for Western assistance in react- 
ing to politically motivated crimes involving 
journalists in Eastern Europe and elsewhere 
by monitoring their occurrence and taking an 
active role in promoting and protecting a free 
press throughout the world. 

Aside from her position at RFE/RL, 
Gongadze also remains actively involved with 
the Organization for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE), Amnesty International 
and Reporters Without Borders in working 
toward the development of an international 
mechanism to ensure the safety of journalists 
and press freedom in Eastern Europe. 

The conference will also feature sessions 
on immigration, board development, politi- 
cal participation, youth, historic sites, busi- 
ness in Ukraine, sports, women’s issues and 
cultural and educational exchanges with 
Ukraine. 

There will also be workshops on iconogra- 
phy, weaving and embroidery, a computer lab, 
an art show and dance symposium. 
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Survivor recalls Holodomor in book 


By Brenda Fleming, The Lance 

At 92, Peter Trimpolis has plenty of stories to tell. But there 
was always one particular story he wanted to document — his 
survival as one of millions of Ukrainians who face various forms 
of persecution in the former Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin 
and Hitler. 

Trimpolis shared the details of that persecution in his self- 
published book, My Rocky Road of Life. 

The book details the exile of 3 million Ukrainians in 1929-30 
and the deliberately engineered famine of 1932-33, in which 7 
million Ukrainians starved to death. Trimpolis was among the 
few who survived. 

“J wanted to share the history and the story of what kind of 
life it was under a communist time,” he said. 

Trimpolis wanted to write the book for his family, and to share 
his eye witness account and his survival of those difficult times. 
He also wanted to share the story so that an important part of 
history would never be forgotten. 

Trimpolis, who came to Canada in 1947 and moved to 
Winnipeg in 1949, now lives in Fort Richmond. 

In his book, Trimpolis describes his life in the Ukrainian vil- 
lage of Nyzhnya Pokrovka and how communist officials took 
his family’s land. They and others were labeled kulaks — well- 
off farmers who were considered enemies of communism. The 
land takeover was followed by starvation and work in a labour 
camp. 

“My praying to God helped,” he says of his survival during 
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those difficult times. 

Trimpolis says he wants to share an important story in history with people 
of all ages and he is pleased that his grandchildren have taken an interest 
in the book. 

Everyone has faced difficult times in their lives he says, and he hopes 
that maybe come who are having a difficult time will realize it’s not so 
bad after they read about the challenges he overcame. 

Since the book was first published in 1998, Trimpolis has received calls 
and letter from people throughout Canada and the U.S., who have been 
touched b his story. 

The book, which is now in its second printing, has been published in 
English and Ukrainian. It was translated into English by Yuri Yevdokimov 
and Trimpolis’s daughter, Lilly Burky. 

Trimpolis says he is now considering writing a second book about his 
life in Canada. 


My Rocky Road Of Life 
By Peter Trimpolis 


$26.95 (includes shipping & handling) 


Send Cheque/Money Order to: 
Lilly Burky 

3 Leeds Ave 

Winnipeg, MB R3T 3X1 

Tel: 204-269-1614 


Available only in English 
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49-year-old Pozdnyakova Ukraine wins 4 medals at 
World Indoor Athletics 


wins L.A. marathon 


Three days after turning 49, Ukraine’s Tatyana Pozdnyakova won the 
women’s title in the Los Angeles marathon for the second consecutive 
time, March 7. 

She led with a time of 2:30:17, followed by Tatiana Titova of Russia 
with 2:33:39 and Zivile Balciunaite of Lithuania with 2:34:41. 

Pozdnyakova seemed to get stronger after surging past fading leader 
Anuta Catuna of Romania shortly after 17 miles. 

Catuna, the silver medalist in the 1995 world championships, had surged 
into the lead during the first 300 meters of the women’s race and was on 
pace to break 2:18 for the first two miles. She began to slow after that and 
eventually dropped out, according to the Los Angeles Times. 

Pozdnyakova, who lives with her husband/coach and son in Gainesville, 
Fla., for much of the year, said she was not worried about Catuna’s big 
lead because she knew the hot weather would be a factor. “I need this,” 
she said of Catuna’s pace, “and I [needed] to run much faster in second 
half of marathon.” 

She picked up her pace in the final 200 meters of the race and raised her 
arms in victory two or three strides before crossing the finish line more 
than three minutes ahead of training partner Titova. 

“T am very excited about it,” Pozdnyakova said. “I am very happy be- 
cause before Los Angeles, I don’t have any races. I am working only for 
Los Angeles Marathon, and I have a very, very high preparation before 
this marathon. I never have like this preparation in all my life.” 


Dnipro upset Dynamo 


(UEFA)—FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk recovered from the setback of their 
UEFA Cup elimination to beat FC Dynamo Kyiv 2-0 in the first leg of 
their Ukrainian Cup semi-final, March 7. 

Four days after losing in Europe to Olympique de Marseille, Dnipro 
made home advantage count against reigning champions Dynamo in the 
domestic competition. Ruslan Kostyshyn struck first in the 15th minute, 
moments after goalkeeper Viacheslav КегпогепКо had denied Dynamo’s 
Florin Cernat with a crucial save. 

Then, on 61 minutes, Olexandr Rykun doubled the advantage, beating 
two defenders to score. Dynamo were unable to reduce the deficit despite 
the sending-off of Dnipro’s Dmytro Mykhailenko with 12 minutes remain- 
ing. 

In the other semi-final, Premier League pacesetters FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
secured a 1-0 first-leg lead against FC Chornomorets Odesa thanks to 
Flavius Stoican’s goal from 25 metres. The return matches will take place 
on April 21. 


Teenage fencer dies after 
being stabbed during bout 


A teenage fencer died after being stabbed in the chest during a bout at a 
youth tournament in Kharkiv on March 12, reported Reuters. 

Yevgen Prokopyev was fatally wounded when his opponent’s foil broke 
and stabbed the 17-year-old in the chest, puncturing his lung, local media 
reported. 

Doctors tried to save the fencer’s life at the scene but failed, prompting 
organisers to cancel the competition. 

It was not the first time a fencer has been killed in competition. Soviet 
Vladimir Smirnov died in similar circumstances at the 1982 world cham- 
pionships in Rome when a broken foil pierced his mask and went through 
his eye socket, causing brain damage. He never regained consciousness 
and died several days later in local hospital. 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


PRICES: 
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In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 
Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
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(UkrNews/IAAF)—Ukraine won four medals — опе 
gold, two silvers and a bronze — at the 10th IAAF 
World Indoor Championships in Athletics, held in 
Budapest, March 5-7. 

The gold was won by Vita Pavlysh in women’s shot 
put. 

Pavlysh took a short while to get to into full action, 
as she tossed a tepid 19.08 in the first round, but after 
exiting the ring for the second time, she was firmly in 
the lead at 20.39, which she extended to 20.49 on her 
fourth throw. 

This proved to be an insurmountable performance 
for the rest of the field, and the Ukrainian, a two-time 
European champion, was rewarded with her second 
World Indoor title, the first coming seven years ago in 
Paris. It represented a significant upward movement 
after her fourth place in Birmingham last year. 

Silvers were won by Ivan Heshko in the men’s 1500- 
metre race and Natalya Dobrynska in the women’s pen- 
tathlon. 

After a pair of 68-second opening laps, it was readily 
apparent that the men’s 1500 metres would come down 
to amad dash, and it did, with the runner who did much 
of the leading, Kenyan Paul Korir, winning as well. 

As he did in his semi-final, Heshko made his move 
with 100 metres to go, but couldn’t match the Kenyan’s 
superior sustained kick, and finished second in 3:52.88. 

The Netherlands’ Karin Ruckstuhl took an early ad- 
vantage in the pentathlon, as she beat her seven rivals 
in the one-day mutli-event’s opening discipline, the 60 
metres hurdles. 

Dobrynska, the 2004 world rankings leader, almost 
standing up out of her blocks and never showing the 
leg speed required to close the half-metre gap to the 
Dutchwoman, who clocked a lifetime best 8.39sec for 
1041 points. 

Dobrynska and Portugal’s Naide Gomes were both 
timed at 8.48sec, for 1021pts and a personal best for 
the Ukrainian. 

By the end of the second discipline, the high jump, 


the pacesetters for medals appeared to be reduced to 
four, led narrowly by Belgium’s Tia Hellebaut. 

Hellebaut showed why she has three times been her 
national high jump champion, using her event exper- 
tise to claw her way up from fifth after the hurdles to a 
two-event total of 2112pts, just 11 points better than 
Portugal’s Naide Gomes. 

Dobrynska, the former shot putter who has won the 
Ukrainian pentathlon championship for the past two 
winters, her 1.82m third-attempt high jump clearance 
gave her a second personal best of the day. 

In shot put Gomes, with a mighty heave with her 
third and final put, saved her hopes of success in the 
pentathlon. 

Dobrynska, who at 21 was the youngest competitor, 
made good progress in her best event, her third-round 
15.39m scoring 887pts to move her from fourth to sec- 
ond place, with 2911. 

Following the long jump, Gomes, with a four-event 
score of 3958, had managed to edge a little further ahead 
of Dobrynska, whose personal best 6.43m nonetheless 
kept her firmly in medal contention. 

Gomes maintained her lead through the final event, 
the 800-metre run to win the gold. 

Dobryska set her fourth personal best in that event 
with 2:19.45 for a final total of 4727. 

Dobrynska, in her first senior international champi- 
onship, was delighted with her silver medal, while 
Lithuania’s American-based Austra Skujte won the 
bronze, 

In men’s pole vault, the bronze medal went to Denys 
Yurchenko, who finished sixth in Paris last summer, 
by virtue of his first-attempt success at 5.70. The com- 
pactly-built (1.73m) Ukrainian went down fighting, 
passing his third attempt at a would-be PB 5.80 to take 
a shot at a win at 5.85. 


Younger Klitschko advised to retire if beat 


Wladimir Klitschko’s trainer is worried about his 
fighter’s toughness — and his future, reports The As- 
sociated Press. 

Fritz Smudek said he told Klitschko that he should 
retire if he is knocked out April 10 by Lamon Brewster. 

“Tf he loses cleanly, the game is up,” Smudek said. 
“Tf he loses again through knockout, he’s better off quit- 
ting.” 

Klitschko, the younger brother of fellow heavyweight 
Vitali Klitschko, had been considered the better of the 
two siblings before he was stunned by Corrie Sanders 
last year in a second round knockout. 

Now, the 1996 Olympic super heavyweight gold 
medalist is trying to come back against Brewster in the 
fight for the fringe WBO title he once held in Las Ve- 
gas. 

But Smudek questioned if Wladimir, whom he called 
the more skillful of the two, boasts the willpower of 
older brother Vitali. 

“That’s one tough guy,” Smudek said. “With 
Wladimir, I believe a certain hardness is still missing.” 

Vitali, once accused of softness himself, buried that 
accusation with a brutal six-round WBC title fight for 


the heavyweight title last June against Lennox Lewis, 
who has since retired. 

The Ukrainian led on all three scorecards as the two 
big fighters traded one powerful shot after another be- 
fore the bout was ended because of deep cuts above his 
eye. 

Vitali Klitschko will now fight Sanders for Lewis’ 
vacant crown on April 24. 

Smudek said Wladimir has been training hard for 
the Brewster fight, maybe too hard. 

«Не wants a lot. I’ve got to brake him. The guy who 
wants to much too early can also burn out quicker,” 
Smudek said. 

Brewster is 29-2 with 26 knockouts, but his last fight 
was a year ago and was against a fighter with a 9-17 
record. 

The German, who has trained the two brothers since 
they turned pro after the 1996 Olympics, also said he’s 
skeptical about working with Emanuel Steward, who 
has been brought in to soften styles often derided as 
too stiff and old school European. 

“Tf I see it doesn’t work out, then I’ll quit,” Smudek 
said. 


‘Girl racers’ take over Kyiv 


(BBC Monitoring)}—About 70 women drivers have 
raced round the centre of the Ukrainian capital Kyiv in 
a stunt to celebrate International Women’s Day, March 
8. 

With traffic lights switched off, the “girl racers” were 
able to compete at full speed for a prize instead of a 
fine, according to a report on Ukrainian TV. 

After their spin round the city centre they did some 
fancy manoeuvres at Ukraine’s biggest football sta- 
dium. 

The racers drove their own cars, ranging from small 
city runabouts to hot rods and 4x4 jeeps. Each was pro- 
vided with a navigator to make sure they did not stray 
off the route into traffic. 

A female correspondent said the women drivers were 
keen to demolish male stereotypes about their driving 
skills. Interviewed, one contestant admitted she got her 
kicks from racing. 

“This is a pleasure and delight, 
way of life. I want adrenalin.” 

Another said driving helped her cope with daily rou- 


? she said. “This is a 


tines. 

“Tf I am in a bad mood І get into my car and simply 
drive round the city.” 

The TV report said the display was not just a race 
but a fashion show, with spectators able to watch “pretty 
women” on a sunny spring day. 

“The drivers were judged more by how well their 
cars suited their haircuts and outfits than by their driv- 
ing skills,” the correspondent conceded. 


Kiprop beats Lebid 


(UkrNews)—Boniface Kiprop of Uganda won the 
Five Mills cross-country race March 7, beating defend- 
ing champion Serhiy Lebid of Ukraine. Kiprop com- 
pleted the 12-kilometer run in 34 minutes, 47 seconds. 

Lebid, who returned from the indoor world champi- 
onships in Hungary to compete, was the runner-up, 14 
seconds back. 

Sigei Kipgnetich of Kenya was third. 
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Ruhrgas ready to participate 
in first stage of gas consortium 


(Interfax)—Ruhrgas is ready to participate in the con- 
struction of the Bogorodchany-Uzhgorod pipeline, at 
the first stage of a project to set up an international gas 
transport consortium, says Hilmar Enke, head of the 
company’s office in Ukraine. 

According to the website of the Ukrainian Fuel and 
Energy Ministry, Enke said at a roundtable meeting in 
Kyiv March 3 that Ruhrgas would take part in this 
project if it considers it to be economically viable and 
provided it may take part on equal terms with Ukraine 
and Russia. 

He said that the company also believes it necessary 
to continue talks on ways to modernize the Ukrainian 
gas transportation system, which is required to ensure 
stable deliveries of natural gas to Europe. He added 
that Ruhrgas is planning to help increase the volumes 
of gas sales on the European market. 

However, Enke did not specify what terms Naftohaz 
Ukrayiny and Gazprom are proposing for Ruhrgas par- 
ticipation in the consortium, and said that a round of 


talks is scheduled for the end of March in Kyiv. 

The Bogorodchany-Uzhhorod pipeline is the first part 
of the Novopskov (Russia) - Uzhhorod (Ukraine) gas 
pipeline, which is to be extended to Kazakhstan to trans- 
port Central Asian gas to Ukraine and Europe. The 
Novopskov-Uzhhorod pipeline may have a capacity of 
19 billion - 29 billion cubic meters of gas per annum, 
and cost US$2.2- $2.8 billion. 

Russia and Ukraine set up the OOO International 
Consortium for the Management and Development of 
the Gas Transport Network of Ukraine on a parity ba- 
sis. In early November 2002, Naftohaz Ukrayiny and 
Russia’s Gazprom signed documents on founding the 
consortium. The purpose of the consortium was to en- 
sure the transport of gas and reliable, safe, stable func- 
tioning of Ukraine’s gas transport system. 


Ukraine warns Poland over 
steelworks privatization 


(Interfax-Ukraine/BBC Monitoring Service)— 
Ukraine has warned Poland that Ukrainian-Polish co- 
operation, in particular, in metallurgy, will be put at 
risk if the Ukrainian Donetsk-based corporation Indus- 
trial Union of Donbas [[UD] is discriminated against 
when the Polish steelworks Huta Czestochowa S.A. is 
privatized. 

The statement was made by Ukrainian Minister of 
Economics and European Integration Mykola Derkach 
at a meeting with the Polish ambassador to Ukraine, 
Marek Ziolkowski, on March 3. 

The situation may have a negative impact on eco- 
nomic relations and may create mistrust between the 
two countries, which may cause significant difficulties 
in implementing other bilateral and multilateral invest- 
ment and trade projects, Derkach said. 

Ukraine attaches significant importance to the de- 
velopment of bilateral economic cooperation with Po- 
land and hopes that the Polish government shares the 
joint vision of the two countries’ future economic co- 
operation. 

“Tn this connection, the Ukrainian government sees 
investment by one of the biggest Ukrainian private com- 
panies, the IUD, as a project of strategic importance 
which, along with the Odesa-Brody-Plock oil pipeline 
project, should become the basis for boosting invest- 
ment in each other’s economies and for creating ties of 
cooperation,” Derkach said. 

Derkach said the Ukrainian leadership was deeply 
concerned at the extremely negative reaction that 
Poland’s ungrounded decision [to reject [UD’s bid for 


Huta Czestochowa in favour of the Indian-Dutch-Bnit- 
ish company LNM] had causéd in Ukraine. 

“Tt is seen as a manifestation of Ukrainophobia and 
discrimination against Ukraine, which is not the best 
start of the Year of Poland in Ukraine,” the minister 
said. 


Polish security concerned 
over Donbas sources 


(Polish News Bulletin)—Capital from an unclear 
origin, a non-transparent corporate structure and pos- 
sible money laundering — these were the charges made 
by the Agency for Internal Security (ABW) against the 
Ukrainian company Donbas, which lost the contract to 
buy the Huta Czestochowa (HC) steel mill, the 
Rzeczpospolita daily has revealed. 

ABW is said to suspect that Russian interests could 
be behind Donbas and its offer for HC and the newspa- 
per claims this analysis by the Agency forced the Trea- 
sury Ministry to choose the offer presented by the Lon- 
don-based steel giant LNM instead. This decision 
caused outrage in Ukraine and prompted criticism from 
the President of Ukrainian, Leonid Kuczma. 

Meanwhile, Donbas representatives have dismissed 
ABW’s findings. “Donbas is a decent company which 
does not hide either its structure, or sources of capital,” 
stressed Konstanty Litwinow, who represents the com- 
pany in Poland. Donbas is the largest industrial con- 
cern in Ukraine, with a US$3 billion annual turnover. 


Ukraine company develops 
missile protection systems 


(Defense-Express/BBC Monitoring Service)—The 
Nizhyn-based state-owned company Prohres, a science 
and production complex, has launched preparations for 
the serial production of electro-optical missile coun- 
termeasure stations called the Adros. They are used to 
protect helicopters against different types of guided mis- 
siles fitted with infrared homing devices, Prohres 
deputy director Vadym Bahlay has told Defense-Ex- 
press. 

The Adros KT-O1AV, which was created by Adron, a 
private Kyiv-based science and production firm, has 

- successfully passed the basic tests. The tests proved 


Supreme court softens 
Feldman’s sentence 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine’s Supreme Court on 
March 10 quashed a conviction for tax evasion of 
Slaviansky Bank Vice-President Borys Feldman, and 
reduced his prison term from nine to five years. 

The court said the conviction should be revoked be- 
cause of lack of evidence. 

Feldman’s conviction for gross embezzlement, 
handed down by Artemivsk district court in Luhansk 
on April 19, 2002, still stands. The Luhansk court also 
denied Feldman the right to stand for public office. 


that the system is able to function in all regimes and 
under all conditions envisaged by the testing 
programme. The probability of the Adros foiling a mis- 
sile attack is 0.8 (with other systems the indicator is no 
higher than 0.5). 

The station is compatible with the onboard equip- 
ment of Russian-manufactured helicopters of the Mi-8 
and Mi-24 type. It can also be comparatively easily 
adjusted to be installed on helicopters manufactured 
by other countries. 

The station prevents the following missile types from 
locking onto a target and diverts them from the trajec- 
tory: Stinger, Igla, Igla-1, R-60, R-60M, R-73, 
Sidewinder, as well as others. Energy emitted by the 
station (jamming signal) does not need to significantly 
exceed the energy emitted by the engines of the pro- 
tected helicopter (target signal). 

The system’s effective operation is based on a new 
type of electro-optical suppression, as well as оп а new 
design of the electronically controlled modulator based 
on programmable processors. The station provides the 
helicopter with a permanent all-round protection and 
does not need data on the type and the working fre- 
quency of the missile’s infrared homing device. It does 
not need a system for tracking the missile, has a simple 
design, and, as a consequence, is highly reliable. 


Kroes raises $1.278M 
through warrant exercise 


(UkrNews)—Kroes Energy Inc. announced on March 5 that warrant 
holders have exercised 4.26 million warrants at $0.30 per share, increas- 
ing Kroes’ cash position by approximately $1,278,000. 

The Company said proceeds will be used to accelerate development of 
the Lelyaki Oilfield and to pursue other attractive opportunities in Ukraine. 
Kroes holds a 45% interest in Kashtan Petroleum Ltd., the operator of the 
Lelyaki field. Current production net to Kroes is approximately 250 bar- 
rels of oil per day (Бора). 

“With the aggressive development plans this year that include two de- 
velopment wells, an exploration well and completion of six workovers on 
shut-in wells, we anticipate a significant increase in oil production by 
year- end,” said Kroes President Fred Callaway. The first development 
well, 187b, is expecied to spud shortly. 

State-owned Ukranafta holds the remaining 55% of Kashtan. 


Praxis acquires Patch 


(UkrNews)— Praxis Pharmaceuticals on March 11 announced that it 
has completed its acquisition of Patch Energy Inc. 

Patch Energy Inc. has signed a letter of understanding with Naftohaz, 
the state-run has company of Ukraine in September 2003. 

The company has recently completed its third round of negotiations in 
Ukraine during the first week of March 2004 to acquire exploratory prop- 
erties and several fields which have potentially large reserves in wells that 
were previously shut in. The company hopes these negotiations will lead 
to a further agreement on these opportunities being presented in Ukraine 
very shortly. 


EBRD invests 116M euros in Ukraine 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The European Bank for Reconstruction and De- - 
velopment invested 116 million euros (about C$174 million) in Ukraine 
in 2003 and approved six new projects, the EBRD website reports. 

Overall EBRD investment in Ukraine reached 1.279 billion euros and 
the number of confirmed projects, including those where financing has | 
not yet begun, 58. 

Ukraine has the fifth most projects and overall investment after Russia 
(171 projects, 5.17 billion euros), Poland (129 projects, 2.84 billion), Ro- 
mania (75, 2.36 billion), and Hungary (66, 1.53 billion). 

Ukraine came tenth among 27 countries in terms of EBRD investment 
in 2003. The EBRD confirmed 119 projects for these countries in 2003 
and invested 3.72 billion euros. 


Kuchma sacks energy minister 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma dismissed Energy and Fuel Min- 
ister Serhiy Yermilov on March 5, saying an inappropriate price policy on 
the coal market is one of the reasons behind the sacking, Interfax reported. 

Yermilov was a staunch supporter of using the Odesa-Brody oil pipe- 
line in accordance with its original design — that is, to transport Caspian 
oil to Europe 
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Rada to extend ban оп | European Parliament says media freedom 
under attack, warns over elections 


sale of land until 2010 


The Verkhovna Rada is going to extend the moratorium on 
sale of land until January 1, 2010. 

299 deputies voted for passage in the first reading of the 
law “On Introduction of Changes to the Land Code Ukraine” 
submitted by MPs Serhiy Matviyenkov and Kateryna 
Vaschuk, March 5. 

According to the draft law, citizens and legal entities can 
assume the right to ownership of lands designated for agri- 
cultural purpose. At this, it will be prohibited to own more 
than 100 hectares until Jan. 1, 2015. 

The draft law also contemplates that citizens and legal en- 
tities-owners of land parcels do not have the right until Jan. 
1, 2010 to sell the land parcels belonging to them, but only to 
exchange them or give them as inheritance. 

According to the previous Land Code, citizens were al- 
lowed to sell their land plots starting with Jan. 1, 2005. Ac- 
cording to the Constitution, passage or amendment of laws 
shouldn’t limit the existing rights and freedoms. 

At the same time, there are fears with many Ukrainians 
that once allowed to sell land, its owners, who are most often 
poor farmers, will sell it at cheap prices, which will lead to 
buying up of best agricultural lands by a few oligarchs. 


Symonenko wants Albright 


barred from Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—Communist leader Petro Symonenko told jour- 
nalists on March 11 that Madeleine Albright, U.S. secretary 
of state from 1997-2001, should be declared persona non grata 
in Ukraine, Interfax reported. 

“She is a threat to Ukraine,” Symonenko said, referring to 
her article “How To Help Ukraine Vote,” published in “The 
New York Times” on March 8. 

“Tf the [2004 presidential] elections take place in the way 
we do not want them to, we will close all foreign accounts of 
natural and legal persons,” Symonenko misquoted Albright 
as writing. “This is unprecedented impudence, and simply 
boorish behavior with regard to Ukraine.” 

In fact, Albright wrote: “If, however, the elections are 
fraudulent, Ukraine’s leaders should know that their entry into 
Western institutions will slow and that their own bank ac- 
counts and visa privileges will be jeopardized. The same 
should hold true if Mr. [President Leonid] Kuchma’s faction 
manipulates the Constitution to its own advantage.” 


By Ahto Lobjakas 

(RFE/RL)—Contradictions were apparent in the March 11 
European Parliament debate. 

One the one hand, speakers said Ukraine deserved a future 
with Europe. They expressed regret about the opportunities 
lost during the long decades of Soviet rule, and appeared ea- 
ger to offer Kyiv closer ties with Brussels. 

But the members of the European Parliament (MEPs) were 
equally strong in their condemnation of Ukraine’s president, 
Leonid Kuchma. They said Kuchma and his administration 
are increasingly bold in their flouting of basic political rights 
and democratic principles. 

Glyn Ford, a British MEP, welcomed Ukraine’s aspirations 
to move closer to the EU. But at the same time he expressed 
doubts whether partnership is conceivable under current cir- 
cumstances. “Genuine partnership can only develop on the 
basis of shared common values — in particular, democracy, 
the rule of law and respect of human and civil rights,” he 
said. “At the moment those conditions are not being met in 
the Ukraine and the situation is deteriorating.” 

The intensifying clampdown on independent media came 
under especially fierce condemnation during the debate. 

The closures of the newspaper “Silski visti’ and Radio 
Kontynent, which broadcast Radio Liberty and other West- 
em programming, were repeatedly mentioned during yester- 
day session. So were the recent unexplained deaths of jour- 
nalist Yuriy Chechyk and other leading news reporters. Both 
subjects are included in the declaration adopted by the par- 
liament at the end of the debate. 

MEPs also sharply criticized Kuchma’s alleged use of the 
secret services to spy on journalists, opposition politicians, 
and even foreign officials involved in Ukrainian matters. 
Ukraine’s abysmal prison conditions and the widespread prac- 
tice of arbitrary detention were also attacked. 

Most speakers condemned the president’s campaign to 
amend the country’s constitution ahead of the October presi- 
dential elections. Kuchma seeks to change the constitution to 
drastically diminish the powers of the presidency by boost- 
ing the currently weak powers of the prime minister. 

Opponents say the proposal is designed to cheat Ukraine’s 
opposition out of real power after the predicted victory of 

their candidate in presidential elections set for October. The 


leader of the county’s biggest opposition bloc, Viktor 
Yushchenko of Our Ukraine, is tipped to win. 

Speaking March 11, British MEP Charles Tannock came 
close to ridiculing Kuchma’s attempted constitutional machi- 
nations. “President Kuchma’s belated interest, surely before 
his term of office expires, in transforming Ukraine’s system 
from an executive presidential to a parliamentary majority 
one with an appointed executive prime minister raises grounds 
for suspecting that this is a political maneuver designed to 
perpetuate his hold on power when he is trailing far behind 
the opposition leader, Mr. [Viktor] Yushchenko, in the polls,” 
Tannock said. 

“The first constitutional amendment vote in this direction 
on Dec. 24 was strongly criticized by the Parliamentary As- 
sembly to the Council of Europe because it used a show of 
hands. Some deputies were even photographed with both 
hands in the air.” 

Tannock went on to say that the amended constitutional 
bill presented in February goes some way towards rectifying 
these shortcomings by restoring some powers to the future 
president. But he noted that once again, the present govern- 
ment had hurried the bill through the parliament without 
proper debate. Tannock also said that Ukraine’s constitution 
can only be changed in a referendum. 

Pedro Solbes, the EU commissioner for economic and fi- 
nancial matters, stood in for his colleague Chris Patten, the 
external affairs commissioner. Solbes was cautious in his re- 
sponse to the critical views expressed in the debate. He 
stressed Ukraine’s role as an important strategic partner for 
the EU, and said the bloc must seek to strengthen ties with 
Kyiv. 

Solbes did promise the EU would keep a “watchful eye” 
over developments in Ukraine and stressed that the October 
elections must be transparent and fair. He said the European 
Commission would also “continue to express concern” over 
the deterioration of media freedoms, which he said Taises * ‘se- 
rious questions.” 

In the end, however, Solbes said the EU will continue aim- 
ing toward constructive cooperation with Kyiv. He also hinted 
strongly that Ukraine will be among the new neighbors to 
receive an EU “action plan” in May for building closer po- 
litical and economic ties. 
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